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PROSPECTUS. 

."Pae aspect of the present times furnishes 
un apology, if ‘not a sufficient reason, for add- 
ing another to the catalogue of religious news- 
papers. It is evident to every serious obser- 
ver, that we live in a period pregnant with 
great events. On the one hand, we perceive 
the progressite march of benevolence, the in- 


- €reasing activity and resources of the Church 


of: Christ, the daily. expanding field of ‘Chris- 


- tian enterprize, the combination, concentra- 
tiomyand growing energy of social and moral 


r, the wider diffusion of education 


and 


| know }, and, under the Divine blessing, 


the u Falleled success attending every ef- 
fort, winch fs made for the melioration of the 
moral condition of mankind. On the other 
~hand, we. see errors of every degree insinu- 


' ating themselves into the minds of men, and 


not leaving untainted, by their corrupting in- 
“uence, the churches of the living God;—vice 
and impiety, if not become more prevalent, 
growing, to say the least, more audacious ;— 
an unhallowed indifference to the truth of the 
Gospel, winning its way even to the affections 
of the pious, under the assumed garb and 


.of- charity; anti-christian syiperstition 


spreading its raven wing, and multiplying and 
‘stcuring its victims, amidst the darkness of 
religious destitution and ignorance, which 
overshadows portions of our land ;—and, final- 
ly, infidelity in many a guise, varying from a 
professed reverence for the Divine oracles, 
down to the insolent absurdities of atheism, 
mustering her forces, and bringing them to 
bear upon the hopes and aims of the church, 


blighting ‘them where she has. power, inter- 


posing obstacles and muttering slanders, where 
she is too impotent to destroy. Thus, it 


_ would seem, that the armies of-the powers of 


darkness; and the followers of the Lams, are 
gathering under their respé ‘tive leaders, pre- 


‘ 


nance than the world: has ever witfessed. In 
‘such-a*juncture, it is the duty of the Christian 
‘to hold fast the truth, and to be untiringly 
vigilant and active, doing whatsoever his hand 
finds to do, in the cause of Christ and for the 
souls of men, with all his might. 

In this age of reading, intelligence, and lib- 
erty of thought, the cause of Christ, and of im- 
mortal souls, cannot, except by the preaching 
of the Gospel, be more effectually served than 
by a judiéious use of the press. This has be- 
come an instrument of great -efficiency; a 
powerful engine of moral good or evil, accord- 

_ing to the direction it receives. If consecrated 
to the service of the Lord, it becomes an effica- 
“cious means of shedding upon society. the radi- 


‘ance of truth, of promoting holiness of life, of 


dispelling ignorance, of encountering and dis- 


_ comfiting-infidetity, and of shaming immorality 


either into concealment or reformation. That 
Tue PressyvTerian, under the direction and 
blessing of the great Head of the Church, may be 
such a consecrated iy trument, is the design and 
prayer of its projectors, and will be the leading 


and constant aim of its conductors. It comes not, 


therefore, before the Christian public so much 


_ in the character of a rival candidate for patron- 


~ 


‘age, as-in that of an auxiliary in the cause of 
truth and holiness: and while it solicits a share 
‘of public favour, it seeks not to detract from 
‘the nierits, or to diminish the circulation of 
those papers, which have preceded it in advo- 
cating the unsophisticated truth of the Gospel, 
‘and in commending the precepts and the prac. 
tice of godliness to the consciences of men. 
- While the welfare of Christ’s kingdom in 
aral,-witl be-kept in sight, as the grand and 
Jeading object to be promoted by Tux Pressy- 


“TERIAN, it wilf} as its name sufficiently indi- 


cates,a@#e more particularly devoted to the in- 
terests: of the Presbyterian Church. It will 
‘be the firm adygeate of her doctrines, such as 
they were when embraced, and defended, and 
sealed with the blood of her martyrs, in the strug- 
gle of the Reformation ; and it will give what- 
ever degree of influence it may possess, to the 
promotion of her institutions, and the success 
of her efforts in the’ cause of the Redeemer. 


After defrayiitg the unavoidable expenses of the 


+ 


~ 


paper, the entire profits which the liberal sup- 


| «port of the Christian public may create, shall be 
| - faithfully divided between the Boards of Mis- 
| ° sions, and of Education, under the direction of 
the General Assembly of the PresbyterianChurch. 


_. While-we are thus candidly explicit in avow- 


‘ing our attachment, and purposed subserviency 
‘to the welfare of that portion of the Redeem- 


er’s kingdom, with which’we stand connected 
-in-the. bonds of principle, affection, and visible 


3 membership ; we should be sorry, were it to be 
“inferred from our avowal, that Tux 
“Rian is to be under the direction of a that PressyTerran willbe wel- 


| 


blind to the imperfections of its favourite sect, 


“and bitterly severe against the defects, real 


supposed, of other denominations. Such an in- 


ference would be unjust ; such ‘a course as it 
impliesygupyphall studiously avoid. When it 
appears tous, that to point out errors in doc- 
trine or practice, by whomsoeverinculcated or 
adopted, may subserve the prosperity of Zion, 


our duty. But this, we hope, by the -aid of 
Divine grace, to perform, at all times, with a 
kind and christian spirit, which with a friendly 
hand, wounds, if it wound at all, to heal, not to 
exasperate or destroy. 

It would, probably, be as imprudent, as it 
would be premature at the commencement of a 
paper, to attempt an accurate delineation of its 
future columns. The size, mechanical execu- 
tion, and general arrangement and nature of its 
materials, will be seen by an inspection of the 
present number. We may venture to say, how- 
ever, that no pains will be spared to render it 
worthy of the approbation agd patronage of the 
Christian public, and more especial of the 
Presbyterian Church. On the members of our 
own communion, we judge ourselves to have a 
peculiar claim, as our labours are commenced, 
will be continued, and their pecuniary resilts 
expended, in the support of that Gospel truth, 
those institutions, that purity of faith, and that 
holiness of life, which, next to the glory of God, 
and in connection with it, are the dearest ob- 
jects of their affections and their prayers. 

Some of the distinctive features of Tue 
PRESBYTERIAN will consist in its being more 
entirely a religious paper, than the greater 
portion of its predecessors. No share what- 


ly local and party politics. ‘It will-also be 
the endeavour of the Editor to impart a Chris- 
tian character, as far as he can, to the secular 
departntent of the work; so that the summaries 
of Political, Literary, Scientific, and Domestic 
Intelligence, may be mingled with reflections, 
and associated with feelings of a devotional cast 
and tendency. The third number of every 
month will contain an article adapted to the 
Montuty Concert, Consisting of a compressed 
view of the progress of the Gospel, at home and 
abroad, as gathered from the intelligence of the 
preceding month. This, we hope, will be no 
less acceptable than profitable to our churches, 
and, by animating the hearts of God’s people, 
may be a means of giving additional iftterest to 
the solemn season of united supplication, which 
occurs on the first Monday of the month, and of 
‘adding fervency tothcir prayers for the promised 
blessings of the Redeemer’s reign. 

» Besides appropriating a portion of our columns 
to papers original and selected, on doctrinal 
and practical subjects, to religious intelligence, 
Misstons AND Epucation may be expected to 
hold a conspicuous place, and to summaries of 
secular events, we shall endeavour to meet, as 
f ¢ as practicable, the various tastes of our read- 
ers, by the insertion of sketches of Religious 
Biography, Church History, Poetry, Religious 
Anecdotes, geographical information respecting 
those places and countries, whither the eyes 
and prayers of Christians follow the missionaries 
of the cross, and whatever else may be deemed 
useful, for informing the mind and amending 
the heart. 
The Editor respectfully solicits the aid of his 
brethren, and of all who possess the talent of 
employing the pen in the service of religion and 
good morals, and of correct and elevated taste. 
Their communications, (post paid,) will be 
thankfully received, and attended to; it being 
understood, that the Editor will exercise a dis- 
cretionary power of publishing them or not, as 
the interests of religion may seem to require. 
He would take this opportunity of saying, once 
for all, that pieces inculcating doubtful doc- 


monious and unchristian spirit, will not be 
inserted. He would say the same respecting 
papers which may contain invidious personali- 
ties, or phrases calculated to give justoffence, 
unless the authors consent te heve such phrases 
expunged. 

The present, and ene or two succeeding 
numbers, will be forwarded as specimens, of 
the work: and after due time has been allowed 
for deliberation, and for returning the first num- 
ber to the office of Tue PrespyTeRian, if no 
such return shall be made, it will be concluded 
that the persons retaining the numBef® thus 
forwarded, wish to be considered subscribers, 
and they will accordingly be furnished with 
the succeeding numbers. This arrangement is 
adopted, in order to save the trouble and ex- 
pense of correspondence by letter. It is hoped 
that the ministers and elders of the Presbyterian 
Church will endeavour to secure as many good 
caindiied for us as possible. The more that 
are obtained, the more the Vital interests of the 
church will be instrumentally promoted. To 
their countenance and exertions in favour of 
this paper, next to the approbation of that Cove- 
nant God, to whose cause and glory it is humbly 
devoted, it will owe its success. Considering 
the size of the paper, surpassed by no religious 
journal in .our country, and equalled only by 
‘one; its cheapness, in which it has no compe- 
titor; its matter and execution, which we hope 
will nat suffer from a fair comparison with any 
other; and the assistance, which the editor will 

erive from an association of clergymen and 
laymen for its support; but above all, consider- 
ing the design of the paper and the appropria- 
tion of its profits, we fegt some degree of corft 


comed to a place in the religious and domestic 
Bircle, by the side ofgts s@niors in age and 


usefulness. JOHN 
* 


_* 


le 


we shall not shrink from the performance of. 


ever will be taken in the discussion of ob 


trines, advocating errors, or exhibiting an acri- 


| 


(of Christ. 


RELIGIOUS. 
| “For the Presbyterian. 
RULIN@ ELDERS. 
No. II. 

Ina former article, we attempted to demon- 
strate the scriptural authority of a lay-eldership; 
and it is our purpose,in the present, to desig- 
nate some of the principal qualifications which 
are requisite to the dignified and efficient dis- 
charge of its official duties. As the office is 
spiritual, and the duties Belonging to it, are of 
a strictly religious nature, it is manifest that 
SINCERE PIETY is one of its principal and indis- 
pensable prerequisites. Whilst none, we pre- 
sume, will dispute the fact itself, many who are 
deeply concerned in this matter, may form a 
very mistaken estimate of the nature and extent 
of the thing required. 

The sincerity and genuineness of this piety 
should first be ascertained, by a careful exami- 
nation of its origin, its exercises and. its aims. 
Is it assumed, or is it real? Is it a form of god- 
liness»merely, or a form attended with power? 
Is it a routine of ceremonies well and strictly 
observed, or is it a system of graces carefully 
cultivated? Does it pervade and control the 
soul, as well as rectify every obliquity in the 
life? Is the Spirit of God its author, the law of 
God its rule, and the glory of God its aim?— 
Will it endure scrutiny? will it justify its cha- 
racter under the application of scriptural tests? 
Is it mere profession, or is it profession well 
sustained by practice? A man may be a hypo- 
crite from design, or a hypocrite through mis- 
take; if we are conscious of having no intention 
of deceiving others, are we fully persuaded that 
we. do not deceive ourselves? The result in 
both cases. will be fatal, and in the latter, ex- 
treme caution is required to obviate the dan- 
ger. No man should style himself a Christian 
upon slight evidence; in a concern of such in- 
finite moment, a -hasty conclusion may prove 
the cause of cternal regret. A satisfactory opin- 
ion of personal piety is not to be derived from 
a comparison of ourselves with others, but by a 
comparison of ourselves with the law and testi- 
mony of Christ. This is the only infallivle 
standard, and by this, we are to determine the 
character of religious feeling and scntiment. 
Guided by this, we shall perceive, that genuine 
piety is distinguishable from a formal adoption 
of general principles, and from the wild ebulli- 
tion of visionary and enthusiastic feeling; that 
it is a union of rational opinions, and of sancti- 
fied emotions; that it supposes the proper ex- 
ercises of the intellectual faculties, and the cor- 


dial enlistment of the affections; that it is su- 


preme love to God, and universal benevolence 
to man; that it consists not in an occasional 
exercise, but in a permanent habit of holiness; 
that it is a participation in the spirit of Christ, 
and a sedulous imitation of his example; that 
in a word, it is a fountain of life opened in the 
soul by the Spirit of God, whence continually 
flow ‘love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, and tempe- 
rance.”” 

But those who bear rule in the Church of 
Christ, should not only ascertain the genuine- 
ness of their piety, but possess the graces of the 
Christian in more than their ordinary degrce of 
perfecfion. ‘Their not only be 
real, but conspicuous. ithout attempting to 
enumerate all the traits in which their exempla- 
riness should be manifest, it may not be amiss 
to give prominence to a few. 

1. It is important that they who are called 
to “‘rule well” in the house of God, should pos- 
sess a piety strikingly characterized by its sr1- 
RITUALITY. The religion of nfany consists in 
forms and observances; it resembles a statue 
of symmetrical proportions, and perfect in its 
external features, but destitute of freshness, 
warmth, and vitality, because not pervaded by 
an etherial spirit. There may be ne moral pre- 
cept which such men evidently vic ste, and no 
outward duty which they seem to neglect; and 
yet, in their religion there is a sensible want,— 
a destitution of warmth and life, which greatly 
detratts from its excellence. The soul is not 
thrown into it; it has not thoroughly imbued 
the mind, or taken hold of the affections of the 
heart: instead of sinking deeply into the inner 
man, it floats upon the surface. On the other 
hand, the religion to which the Holy Spirit has 
affixed the seal of his approbation, is one deep- 
ly seated in the heart, purifying its affections, 
spiritualising its thoughts, and constituting be- 
tween it and heaven, the principle of a secret, 
yet powerful attraction. It is the new creation 
of the soul, the regeneration of its powers, which 
cannot consist with habitual worldly minded- 
ness. Those who have experienced it, are no 
longer of the world,-but are chosen gut of the 
world; from it, they extract not their pleasures, 
nor derive their consolations; they live in it, 
and yet they live above it; they use it, but they 
do not abuse it; they are risen with Christ, and 
seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God, placing their 
affection on things above, not on thifigs on the 
éarth. The religion which is spiritual,—and 
all true religion partakes of this character,— 
disposes the soul ‘to frequent and holy inter- 
course with God; it dwells much in heavenly 
contemplations; it filially confides in God; 
pants after him as the hart for the water brook; 
seeks closer intimacy, and sweeter communion 
with him, and breathes forth its continual and 
fervent aspirations for larger communications of 


grace, and brighter manifestations of the divine 
glory. Such piety is not nominal, but real, and 


such should be the piety of rulers in the Church 
Heavenly mindedness should cha- 
racterize them, and by the tenderness of their 
religious sensibilities, and the warmth of their 
devotions, they should be distinguished above 
others. They should be remarked as men of 
prayer, and not as men of vain conversation; as 
men devoutly engaged in the cause of the Gos- 
pel, and not as the eager aspirants for worldly 
distinction. It is a dishonour to them and their 
profession, that they should display greater zeal 
in politics than in religion; that they should be 
more familiar with their Ledgers than their 
Bibles; and that they should manifest greater 
eagerness, and deeper interest, at the marts of 
worldly traffic, than among the assergblies of 
the saints. True it is, that they are ocbaliatle 
tempted to worldly mindedness from the nature 
of their occupations; secular business brings 
them into contact with worldly men; they, ne- 
cessarily, mingle much in their society upon the 
equality which similarity of avocations pro- 
duces, and, accordingly, unusual watchfulness 
is required to prevent. them from descending 


‘from their high station, and from being known 


before the world merely as men of business. 
But if the danger be manifest, the duty of guard- 
ing against it is equally manifest. We would 
not recommend to them in this intercourse, the 


|adoption of demure looks, a forbidding distance 
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infallibly de secured. | 
e who are called to rule in the house | 


bids estcem and confidence, which are won 


OF MISSIONS 


of mann ts, 8 religious phraseology, studied and 
measureg, or that 


kind of severity, or strictness, 
ble; but we would. 


dissuade 1 familiarity, which in- 
duces umrarrantable concegsions and compro- 
mises togthe claims of the world, and which, 
eventual terminates in inconsistencies of 
conduct, Which men of unsanctified minds are 
shrewd if} detecting, and prompt in converting 


ifffo an 
your reli 

uch wi 
the worl 


asion of reproach. Be spiritual; let 
n be of that(kind which converses 
heavesily fhihgs; and respect from 
and useftiiné#s in the Church, will 


2. 
of God, ghould also possess a piety which dis- 
plays its power in SELF-GOVERNMENT. By this 
we do no& merely mean, the control of the sen- 
sual appetites and passions; for this is a pri- 


mary duty of Christians in every station.— 
They whp put on.Christ, have crucified the 
flesh wit its affections and lusts, and are‘ 


obliged to be temperate in all things. But we 
particularly refer to the command of temper 
which, in ™g unrestrained ebullitions, is pect- 
liarly tshghourabl in one who is designated 
as a spiritWal guide. It may be said of temper, 
that in a verypeculiar and signal manner, it 
characterizes the man. When well regulated, 
it conceals almost every defect; and when un- 
restrained it hides and neutralizes almost every 
virtue. It is the every day aspect by which an 
individual is distinguished, and according as it 
isewell of ill-governed, he secures esteem, or 
excites contempt. He neither deserves, nor 
can acquire, influence over others, who does 
not subdue and manage his own spirit. Rul- 
ing elders,-to secure efficiency in their office, 
should be exemplary in this respect, and whilst 
exercising a general control over their spi- 
rit, they should particularly avoid moroseness, 
imperiousness, and irritability of temper. Mo- 
roseness is peculiarly unfortunate in those who 
ure obliged by their official duties to exert a 
salutary influence over others. It throws an 
atmosphere of gloom around its victim, the 
very neighbourhood of which is_ studiously 
avoided. , The sour and sullen aspect, which is 
its external index, never fails to repel; it for- 


only by the face which beams with light, and 
the heart which overflows with kindly feeling. 
The morose man is not only an undesirable 
companion, but, if a professor of the Gospel, an 
exceedingly unfavourable specimen of the effect 
of Christian principle. He should, therefore, 
never be elevated to “high places,” to the 
manifest detriment of the good cause, but be 
left to indulge his sullenness in obscurity. 
His mind is morbid; it is ill at ease with it- 
self; it is accustomed to contentplate even the 
glorious -and animating subjects of religion 
through a discoloured medium ; and hence, the 
more distant his removal from public view, the 
more effectually will the cause of the Gospel 
be subsérved. Cheerfulness, courteousness, 
and urbanity, on the contrary, not only secure 
esteem, but prepare the way for enlarged use- 
fulness. 

ImMpERrousNEss is another defect in temper, 
whichg ould be carefully avoided, by spiritual 
rulers. ‘The communication of any degree of 
power, implying superiority, has a tendency to 
inflate the mind, and to produce this objection- 
able feature of character. Station can never 
dignify the incumbent, unless the incumbent, 
by the propriety of his conduct, adds lustre to 
his station; and there is no reason why men 
should plume themselves in their authority, 
and lord it over God’s heritage, merely from 
the fact of their official designation. An eldef 
should assume no consequence ; he should ne- 
ver imagine that his office has imparted to him 
any superiority in virtue ; and hence, he should 
not regard the poorest and obscurest of the 
flock as his inferiors. The Scriptures require 
that we should not be high-minded, but conde- 
scending and courteous. Authority may be 
exercised without offence, but the imperious 
exercise of it is always odious; and if the ge- 
neral deportment of a ruler in the church gives 
rise to the suspicion, that he is proud an 
haughty, his presence will be disliked, and his 
influence proportionally diminished. 

IrriTaBILiry of temper is even still more 
exceptionable in an elder. Peevishness, or 
anger, quickly and upon slight provoca- 
tion excited, betrays the most pitiable weak- 
ness of character, and the most striking want 
of self-command. An inflamed man, as he 
loses self-respect, so he loses the respect 
of others; he is an object of pity to his 
friends, and of contempt to his enemies. And 
shall one who is to be an example to the flock, 
be easily provoked? Shall the fiercest fires be 
kindled in his bosom upon the application of 
the slightest spark? Is he to encounter no op- 
position without awakened wrath? Ip reli- 
gious and secular affairs, is he to be known as 
one given toanger? It would be disgraceful 
in any Christian, but in an officer of the Church 
it is an enormity. Frequent instructions are 
given in the word of God, which are intended 
to counteract this evil, and all these apply with 
peculiar force to those who rule in the Church. | 
Much, very much, depends upon temper, in re- 
lation to personal comfort, and the welfare of 
the Church; and he that is unable to govern 
himself, is utterly unfit to govern in “ the house 
of God.” 

3. The piety of one, who is to rule in the 
Church, should furtWer evinge itself in acTIVE 
zEAL. ‘That is, it‘ should be an earnest piety 
—a piety always abounding with mercy and 
good fruits. Zeal, as applied to religion, ex- 
presses itself under three modes; by personal 
contributions of our worldly substance, in such 
proportion as an enlightened conscience and 
the wants of the Church may dietate; by the 
dedication of our time, influence, and general 
talents, regulated by the same proportion; and 
by fervent and tmportunate prayer. The zeal 
which does not display itself in all these modes, 
is essentially defective. & is not sufficient that 
we -give our money alone, or our time, or our 
prayers; sincerity in our religious profession, 
and a heart-felt desire for the glory of Christ, 
will constrain us to unite them, and we shall 
grudge neither time, nor wealth, nor prayers, 
for the furtherance of the Gospel. It isa duty 
incumbent upon every Christian, but more par- 
ticularly upon the eldership. A glance at the 
Church will sufficiently evince, that the tone 
of zeal in any particular congregation is derived 
from its spiritual officers. Let a deep ingefest 
for the success of the Gospel pervade their bo- 
soms, and the sacred feeling will communicate 
itself to the people; But let apathy paralyze 
their energies, and its benumbing influence 
will inevitably seiZe upon the flock. An el- 
detship of penurious and contracted spirit, wills 
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|tention to courtesy. 
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e Church ovet y 
as it r 
ts of the"tay-* how 
illustrations of this truth yise before our view ! 
How has the cause of the Gospel suffered, and 
how has the treasury of the Lord been de- 
frauded, through the default of those who were 
bound to teach the Church its duty, by their 
example. So impressed are-we with this sub- 
ject, that we are constrained to believe, that an 
eldership destitute of the zeal which we have 
described, is a curse to the Church. 


but ich ghey preside, 


# the “benevolent 


For the Presbyterian. 

THOUGHTS ON PROPRIGITY OF DEMEANOR. . 

_ Itgnust be obvious to every reflecting mind that 
friendship can neither be sincere nor lasting, unless 
a proper regard be paid to the forms of civility. A 
man’s actions constitute the best index to the sen- 
timents of his heart ; and professions, however 
plausible, will seldom deceive when they are in 
direct opposition to the conduct. of those who make 
them. . 

That courtesy should be inse le from every 
kind of friendly intercourse, ~ dictate of na- 
ture. It is always expected; and the want offt 
rarely fails to create a suspicion of insincerity. But 
courtesy, let it be remembered,is not an unostentati- 
ous display of politeness, not a mere observaiice of 
etiquette. Sincerity, respect and friendly feeling 
are essential to its existence ; and it may be found 
united to comparative plainness of manner as well 
as to that. which is more courtly, because the na- 
tural feelings of the bosoin can be expressed with as 
much force in the one way as in the other. 


Men, generally, on their first appearance in the | 


world, feel themselves bound bythe laws of restraint; 
and rudeness, when observed in the young, is rather 
to be attributed to a defective education, than toa 
disposition to offend. ‘The treachery of the world 
has not yet taught them to suspect the tale of fiction, 
nor to believe that men frequentlyassume the fairest 
exterior when they are most anxious to deceive. 
Sincere themselves, they expect sincerity in. 
others ; hope makes them buoyant ; sorrow yet un- 
tasted seems far away ; and injuries unfelt have 
not produced moroseness. Men do not become 
abandoned atonce. Vice is gradual in its progress, 
and periods will be found, even in the history of the 
most depraved, in which they would have shudder- 
ed at the thought of crimes that in time became fa- 
miliar to them. 

Many of the ills, therefore, of life, and much of 
its unhappiness might be avoided by a proper at- 
tention to this subject. He who expects kindness 
from others, must observe a corresponding system 
of conduct towards them. Neglect of courtesy on 
our part precludes complaint ; nay can censure be 
justly chargeable on our friends, if our own actions 
have been as culpable as theirs. P 

Every one must have observed how frequently 
those feuds, but too often the bane of the mar- 
ried life, might have been avoided by a proper at- 
Affection is of too delicate a 
nature to exist long under harsh treatment, or if it 
does continue, it carries with it a load of sorrow 
which generally,in the end, bears down its victim to 
an untimely grave. Causes that aresimilar, are for 
the most part followed by similameonsequences. If 
esteem, then, was in any way the effect of courteous 
behaviour, it may be continued by the same means 
by which it was originated; if it is diminished, or 
destroyed, it must be by a change of conduct cor- 
responding to the effect produced. We are always 
most anxious to please those we most esteem ; 
and it is equally true, that our affections are not in 
much danger of being riveted to those whose con- 
duct towards us has invariably been of a repulsive 
character. The principles of our nature, are not 
changed by the marriage relation ; nor will it be 
found that much alienation of feeling has taken 
place that has not been produced by some gross vio- 


lation of that propriety of demeanor which all 
would expect in similar circumstances. Evis of 


the most serious censequences often originate in 
trifles, and might be avoided by a proper regard to 
dectdrum. Ina union, therefore, which is formed 
for life, too much care cannot be taken to avoid 
every thing offensive, evén though we should think 
that there could be no reasonable cause of dissatis- 
faction on the grounds alleged. A proper delica- 
cy on this point constitutes one of the secrets of do- 
mestic happiness ; and where no regard to it is ob- 
served, it need not be thought strange, if broils and 
tumults should soon be the consequence. 

Let it then be laid doyn asa rule by all who have 
entered into the marriage relation, to maintain to- 
wa.d each other the same delicacy and propriety 
of co.duct, which was observed when mutual affec- 
tion fir.> led them to form the union, and it will be 
found thi the design of the institution has neither 
been frustrated, nor the expectations of the parties 
disappointed. ‘This may require some pains, as 
well as a considerable degree of prudence and self 
denial ; but it is nothing more than duty points out, 
and in the end will produce its own reward. 

‘he same remarks are applicable to the mem- 
bers of families indiscriminately. Parents, children, 
and domestics have their respective stations, their 
respective claims, and their respective duties. If 
parents are harsh or unkind to their children, it will 
soon be marked by a corresponding undutifulness on 
their part; and if servants are treated in an unfeeling 
manner, it will not be long till their respect is for- 
feited, and theirattachment to the family destroyed, 
VERITAS. 


UNITARIANISM IN ENGLAND. 


‘We extract the following account of the present 
state of Unitarianism inEngfind from ‘the Orthodox 
Presbyterian’ published in Belfast, Ireland; in which 
it is represented as being faithfully abridged from 
a statement made in,the ‘‘ Monthly Repository ” 
for November last, a periodical, commenced under 
the auspices of Dr. Priestly, and still esteemed as 
the sole accredited organ of English Unitarians, 
What the Unitarian editor deplores, must be a 
cause of rejoicing to the friends of genuine Chris- 

«‘ The Missionary labours of the Unitarian As- 
sogiation, in England, during the last year, must 
be pronounced an alfiost entire failure. Three 
Missionaries have been employed, and _ they have 

n employed nearly in vain. The Missiona 

irit which had arisen in the West of England, 
has not long survived him who gave it birth. In 
Lancashire, a Local Missionary Society languishes 
for: want,of nieans, From causes of rather a_dif- 
ferent, but still adverse character, the mis#ons con- 
ducted by the young-men educated at the York Col- 
lege, have been from time to time diniiniaed, till 
now they have, with one exception, little more than 
a name fo live.” This declension is the more to be 


regretted, because. the cultivation of a Missions 
spirit is the cultivation af the spirit of Christ; and, 


not only counteract the efforts of a minister, 


~ 


may divide into two classes, the ancient and the 
modern—those we have received from our prede~ 
cessors, and those erected by the present genera- 
tion. Of many-of both classes, the tale is brief and 


ted in large and flourishing towns, in which fongre- 
gations worship, respectable both as to nuptbers and 
character. From the narrow sphere of the Unita-: 
rian’sview, however, these are greatly over-rated. 
| Ev@ry thing is small or great by comparison. Toa 
child, a house of six rooms is a mansion. To Uni-. 
tarians, @ Manchester or a Bristol audience is mag 
nificent.. But let these half dozen flourishing com 
gregations be decmed of as highly as we will, still 
six prosperous socicties, out of some three hundred, 
is asmall proportion. Wedonct mean to intimate 
that all the rest are dying or dead. Far from it: 
There is a large middle class, which supports a 
healthy appearance. 
amongst us are in a pitiable state. Of our own 
knowledbe, we can pe of some scores that can 
scarcely show signs of life. ‘The number of hear- 
ers in them will not average more than thirty; the 
salary of the Minister not more than 70/. per an- 
num. Few beings are more to be pitied than a 


Unitarian Minister placed in one of these societics. 


much of moral powegis throwyg away! How 
of intellectual excellence ie: And fer 
What ?—to condirct, in decency, a few sexagena- 
rians to the grave, and then toclose the doors. If 


Presbyterian Chapels, we are yet to learn what 
other fate they can in all human probability under- 
go. Equally grieved are we when we contemplate 
the condition of the congregations which have been 
raised within the last fifteen years Many chapels 
have been built—how few are adequately attended! 
If it were not an invidious task, we could establish 
this assertion by the mention of actug] instances. 
what has bagngaidgit is eyig@nt that the 
cause of Unitarianisngiiag ns s, as far as 
its condition may be estig Pathe numbers who 
constitute its congregail no-means in a 
satisfactory state. mons that exist 
amongst us, for the pfor ft the — purpo- 
ses of religion, are few in number, and languishing, 
for the most part, in operation. The Book and 
Tract Societies, have, in several instances register- 
ed a decreasing circulation. Other institutions 
there are, which, in respect of moral energy and 
usefulness, are as though they were not. 5 
‘*The Regium Donum has, amongst the Irish 
Presbyterians, checked the progress of inquiry, 
and too often stifled the impression of truth. And 
much as we rejoice at the secession which has tak- 
en place, under the auspices of the Rev. H. Mont- 
gomery and his friends, it is a subject of painful re- 
gret that a minority, only, of those who are known 
to be opposed to the doctrines of Orthodoxy. have, 


themselves, and secede from men with whom they 
have no bond but pecuniary interest. _O, the de- 
gradation of ministers of the gospel of Christ: com- 
senting to remain in the ignominious thraldom of 
professing what they do not believe! of associating 
with those to whom they are objects of suspicion! 
We should, for ourselves, have been more gratified, 
had the recent agitations in the Synod of Ulster led 
the Remonstrants to decline the Regium Donum ; 
and also to set aside the form of Presbyterian gov- 
ernment, the evils of whichthey have seen soamply 
illustrated. But the most painful case of failure yet 
remains to be noticed. India, the first field of our 
Missionary exertions, in foreign lands; India. 
which, with the name of its wise, learned, and be- 
nevolent Brahmin, (Rammohun Roy) gave the fair- 
est promise of an eventual, though, perhaps, a tar- 
dy harvest; this country, which had excited our 
hope more, perhaps, than any other spot, is now 
without a Unitarian Missionary, and the means of 
Unitarian worship. ‘Thus have we shown what 
occasions of humiliation there are in thepresent as- 
pect of Unitarian affairs. ” | 


In the above extract, it is mentioned that India, 
in which English Unitarians had sanguinely hoped 
to establish their heresy, through the powerful in- 
strumentality of Rammohun Roy, a learned Brah- 


their views, is now without a Unitarian Missionary. 
Our readers may be curious to know what has be- 
come of the learned Brahmin, and we are happy in’ 
being able to gratify their curiosity, by the follow- 
ing notice from a Calcutta paper. . 


‘¢ Those who, like ourselves are orthodox in the 
faith, and pray fervently for deliverance from all 
manner of heresy and schism, will not regret to 
hear, that the attempts to propagate the doctrines 
-efLnitarianism, thréugh a society or committee, 

lately organizé@-at+this presidency, are not likely 
to prove successful. We understand the opera- 
tions of this Society are at a stand-still, fram the 
want of zeal in its members, and the consequent 
hopelessness of the cause. It is added, that some of 
the most distinguished native gentleméh who had 
joined its ranks, if ry deserve not a higher repu- 
tation as its founders, have received a ‘new light,’ 
and from Unitarianism very naturally slid into pure 
Deism, and erected a chapel or temple, or by what- 
ever name it may be known, where the Veds havc 
taken the place of the Scriptures. A friend, to 
whom we are generally indebted for information of 
what is going on in the religious world, tells us, 
that at this chapel, which was opened only a few 
days ago, the service commences with the singing 
of a hymn, after which a prayer is offered up. 
Some doctrinal part of the Ved is then read; after 
which follows another hymn. ‘Then comes the 
sermon, from atext selected from the Veds; the 


that the Veds may not be desecrated by being in the 
same apartment with the i trons vulg hear- 
ers. It is not without considerable regret that we 


understand, that a wéll known Hindoo gentleman,” 


-(Rammohun Roy) is at the head of this new sect.” 


For the Presbyterian. 
Mr. Editor, 


In a paper like yours, designed to instruct in 


moral and religious truth, the following ex-— 


tract from the pen of a recent traveller in the 
south of Europe, may be read, perhaps, with 
interest and advantage; it is a description of 
the ceremony of taking the veil. Should it 
meet with your approbation, you will please to 
insert it. The scene was witnessed in Rome 
in the summer of 1817. : 

If any thing is calculated to awaken feelings 


|of sympathy for a deluded mortal, the facts 
here presented must be of that description. | 


The ties of affection are broken, the claims of 
society are disregarded, and the fond hopes of 
parents and friends are for ever blasted, that ig- 
norance and superstition may have an unlimited 
control: Such is the religion of the Church 


of Rome; nor does all the light of the nine-— 


teenth century banish one of its errors, or de- 
stroy one of its unscriptural practices. ' * The 


doctrines. To dictate to others wé€laim no 


right; to bind men’s consciences we make no ~ 
pretensions. Every one be’ ftésponsible. 


for his own actions. Every one must give.an. 

account of himself to God. ~Bat stupidity is - 
not love; for does indifference to the best, the — 
eternal interests of those around 8, constitute - 


any part of the Christian. character. | To con- 
tend’for the truth, and to bear testimony to the 
truth, we are. always bound; and he-w 


but little; indeed, of the spirit of the Gospel. 
fcerg for the salvation of theif souls, possesses 
On what ~ 
vows be justifie hat author) 


4 


- ti ther efor e, e of his: Ministers, 
Throughout the kingdom, the of the Mis- 
labours, undertaken by Unitarians of late, 


word of God afford for such 
‘sanction does it give to aay gap | 


has been a disappointing one. How happens this ? 
Ch we doubt not, se the spint of Unite 
kingdom, is not the Missionary-epirit, 
Missionaries, let ue turn:to 
the act ndition of con tions. we 


mournful. There are a few of the old chapels, situa- - 


But many of the old chapels — 


this is not the probable end of no few of the old - 


min, who some years since became a convert to . 


officiating Minister lecturing from a separate room, . 


souls of men’ still constitute a part of its *mer- . 
chandise;’ and the exclusive claim to the cha- —_ 
racter of a church, one“of its most obnoxious ._ 


we would ask, can monastic 


through fears of worldly loss, ventured todeclare 


feels 
no alarm at the danget of others, and no con- _ 
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=~ ty? That we should dedicate ourselves ¢6 the 


- junctions of the sacred oracles. 


this to be done? - Not, certainly, ina way that 


- ¥s-incabsistent with our best interests, or repug- 


nat tothe word of God, Man was desighed for 


* the duties of social and active life. But the prison 


. @facenveht debars forever from the performance 
of all such duties. lts inmates are deprived of 


that renders life desirable.- To.r 


 frrends.can gain no admittance. Bic 

sorrow and distresa may waste the unhappy vic- 
tim, and consign her prematurely to the grave; 
but she pines away without pity, she mourns 


‘without consolation, dies neglected, and is soon. 


nothiig that is unreasonable, nothing that is un- 
worthy of its divine author. Pageantry may 
deceive by its splendour; and the unwary may 
be imposed on by specious appearancess#but 
delusions are seon despoiled of their charms; 
and real miseries will arouse us to a sensc of 
danger, frequently when it is too late. If such 
_then be. the sacrifices which superstition -and 


blinded zeal are willing to make, those who. 


‘know the truth, and know their duty, may 
_ learn a useful lesson from such examples. Shall 
_ the friends of bigotry be more active or more 
_ devoted to what they deem to be of importance 
than those who are better informed, have the 
Bible -in*their hands, and are coftnmanded to 
‘examine it for themselves? What isthe answer ? 
Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
oe ESSION OF 4 NUN. 
Among the institutions of the Roman Ca- 
tholic faith, moriasteries form a conspicuous 
feature. It is impossible, I think, to refiect on 
the state of Seas thos cut off from all the so- 
cial ties of life, without a scnsation of melan- 


other 
profe 
‘be witnessed 
strong..emotion. To behold a beiiig in the 


ung nun can hardly 


early dawn of youth, about to Zorsake the world, | 


while its joys alone are painted to the imagina- 
tion, and sorrow yet untasted, scems far dis- 
tant; to see her, with solemn vows, cross that 
threshold, which may not again be repassed, 
and which separates her forever from all those 
scenes that give interest, and delight, and joy 
‘to life; to imagine her in the: lonely cell that 
is to replace the beauty and grandeur of na- 
ture, presents a picture that must fill the min 
with powerful feelings of sadness. : 
~ Such is the illusion, such the sensation in- 
spired by the solemn scene, that I believe that 
he whose faith hallows, or he whom a different 
persuasiog leads to deplore, the sacrifice, will 


tion. | 
spective, the long listless life which lies spread 


to mock her fate. - 
* *- * 

hold this ceremony, belongs. to an austere or- | 
“der, styled “ Lume Sacra,” having severe regu- 
ions, enforcing silence and contemplation. 


cient custom of the Vestal Virgins; like them, 


sacred lamp, burning forever. ‘The costume of 
_ this community differs essentially from that 
_ usually worn, and is singularly beautiful and 
picturesque; but while it pleascs :the eye, it 


grasped, under the garment, by an iron girdle, 
which is never loosened. : 

“It appeared that the fortunes of the fair 
being who was this day to take the veil, had 
‘been marked by cvents so full of sorrow, that 
her story, which-was told in whispers by those 
~assembled, was not listened to without the 
deepest emotion. Circumstances of the mast 
- affecting nature had driven ber to seck shelter 
ina sanctuary, where the afflicted may weep 

in silence, and where, if sorrow is not assuaged, 
its tears are hidden. 
All stwaited the moment of her entrance 


anxious impatience, and on-her appear- 


ance, every eye was directed towards hcr with 
an-expression-of the deepest interest. Splen- 
-. didly adorned, as is customary on these occa- 
sions, and attended by a female friend of high 
fank; she slowly advan¢ed to the seat assigned 
her near the altar. Her fine form rose above 
*ihe middle stature, a gentle bend marked her 
contour, but it seemed as the yielding of a fad- 
ing flower; her decp blue eyes, which were oc- 
éasionally in pious awe raised to Heaven, and 
her leng dark eyelashes, gave life to a beautiful 
‘*ountenance, on which. resig..ation scemed 
7 pourigey cd. The places allotted to us as being 
strangers, whom the Italians never fail to dis- 
_Zinguish by the most courteous manners, were 
such as not only to enable us to view ‘the whole 
ceremony, but to contemplate the features and 
_expressions of this most Mmteresting being. 
““She-was the only child of doating parents, 
but while their afflicted spirit found vent in 
_ tthe tears which coursed over cheeks chilled by 
_ sorrow, they yet beheld thcir treasure about to 
- be forever separated from them, with that resig- 
nation which piety inspires, while yielding to 
a sacrifice made to Heaven. The ceremony 


now began, the priest pronounced a discourse, 


-and other observances proceeded in the usual 
track. 
 . At length the solemn moment approached 
which was to bind her by vows to Heaven. She 
 arosa’ and stood a few moments before the al- 
_ tary when suddenly, yet with noiseless action, 
she sunk extended on the marble floor, and in- 
stantly the long black pall was thrown over 
her. Every heart. seemed to shudder, and a 
mgomentary pause ensued; when decp silence 
- sva> broken by the low tones of the organ, ac- 
_ companied by soft and beautiful female voices, 
- singing the service of the dead (the requiem.) 
The ‘sound gently swelled in the air, and as 
_ the harmonious volyme became more powerful, 
the deep church bell at intervals sounded with 


a loud clamour, exciting a.mixed feeling of | 


agitation and grandeur. 
Tears were the silent expression of the 


in 
he 


« 


attendant then despoiled her of the rich jewels 


3 


cate | was thrown off, me 
service of our Creator,is one of the plainest m- | tit garmént; her long tresses were bound up, her 


while we should rejoice, and do rejoite, over Sugh= me > in 
the success attending the missionary: enter- | Conduct and in their preaching most adorn 
prizes.of evangelical Christians of every name, coctrine of God our Saviour in all things, are 
the missions of our own church, by means of 
which the Gospel is brought to the destitute | ever, cause, or from whatever combination of | 
and perishing, in its purity and power, and | Causes, it comes to pass, the fact is so, that a 
exhibited in that simple and august form, which large proportion, too often a large majority, of 
we admire and love, claim our warmest regard, 
our charitable efforts, and our fervent, faithful, | piety—any indications of havi 
and unceasing prayers. ; 
For the present week, we shall content our- | Holy Ghost. Some of them are even profli- 
selves with presenting the following 


Extract from the report of a Missionary to the} resemble the young man who came kneeling to 
Agent of the Gencral Assembly’s Board of 


rethoughts are ordinal 
causes of no small ‘ 
To be comfinued.} 


QUALIFICATIONS OF A PREACHER, 
Extracted from outlings of a Sermon preach- 
ed by the aged agg Rev. Rowland Hill, at the 
last anniversary of the Engl 
ary Society. | 
« ‘Well, this gospelig to be 
whom? No person sh@uld evezepam 
preacher of the gospel,‘who does: 
influence on his life, and by his example. 
bishop,’ it is said, ‘must be blameless.’ The 
preachers of old went forth and preached, that 
men should repent, and turn from ‘sin to the 
service of God, and they themselves were holy’ 
A bishop must be blameless—he mfist 
preach by his conduct as well as 
trine; and there is another expression used by 
the apostle—he must™have ‘a good report of 
those that are without.’ 
dropping this hint before the members of this 
Society. God forbid that any should go forth 
and preach the gospel, whose private charac- 
good! *How many have I known 
prejudiced for life by the improper conduct of 
some minister of the 
said of a preacher, ‘ 


-Linearnate Son.. On the following Lord’s day 
évening, he visited his sick friend, and found 
him in his chamber, in which he had becn con- 
fined the whole day. He had three volumes on 
table—the word of God, a volume of ser- 
mons, and a book of prayers. 
been read during the day, especially the Sacred 
ed, with the gracious in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, making their use a 
blessing; as the invalid declared, he had never 
‘before found such pleasute in reading his Bible. 
If knowledge—human or natural knowledge 
—be the ‘“‘ medicine of the mind,” with how 
much greater propriety may it be said of scrip- 
tural, divine, evangelical knowledge. Religious 
books, if they be agreeable to the inspired Scrip- 
tures, must be the means of the greatest good 
to the souls of men; and none can be so suita- 
ble for the use of the sick, or so proper to be 
recommended to them in their peculiar circum- 
stances. To forbid them, must be-not only un- 
wise in our medical men, but exceedingly in- 
judicious. Withhold food from the hungry, and 
drink from the thirsty, and medicine from the 
sick, rather than the means of salvation from 
the dying man, by books filled with heavenly 
knowledge concerning Jesus Christ, and eter- 
nal life by his atonement and righteousness. 
How affectingly different was the state of 
mind of Joachim Curcus, a Lutheran physi- 
cian, as mentioned by the Rev. John Brown, in 
his History of the Church, vol. ii. p. 118. The |™ 
professor says,—‘‘ After a most heavenly life, 
On that occasion, these, and 
many similar expressions, flowed from his heart, 
when overwhelmed with the consolations of 
Christ,—‘1 am oppressed, Lord, but it is enough 
that thy hand hath done it. 
fers because of sin, but my soul is raised up and 
comforted with the assurance of eternal life. I 
will wrestle till the brightness of thy light ap- 
At the beginning of this year I 
shall be with thee; shall be satisfied with thy 
vision; and drink the wine of everlasting jov 
in thy Father’s house, where there are many 
mansions, and one for me. Now my heart is 
quite inflamed with the views of everlasting 
With desire to come to thee, my soul 
O, dissolve me! that I may 
I groan for that dwelling above, 
which thou hast revealed to me. 
veller, in the dark night, looks for the rising 
sun, so do I earnestly look for that brightness 
which is in the immediate vision of Father,» 
I shall see my exalted- 
Saviour in the flesh, and there bless him for all 
the blessings I have had from him. 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 
thrice glorious! O, divine leader! Come, let 
us go forth to meet our Redeemer. This is life 
indeed, which Christ hath begun in my soul. 
Now | live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. 
I die in the Lord, who is my life. 
change, from sin to holiness, from darkness to 
light, from death to life! Now I die, witnessing 
to the truth of the prophets and apostles, and 
adhering to the Augustan Confession, and bless- 
ing the Lord, who, in his marvellous goodness, 
hath made the light to arise after such dark- 


ut how is|templea covercd with fair linen; the white 
crown, emblem of, innocence, were fixed on 
her head, and the crucifix placed in her hand. 
Thén kneeling low once more before the 
altar, she uttered her last vow to heaven; at 


They had all 


tah: Horst Mission- + Volume, and, it is 
annon from’S 


; and by, 
Wess Gnd she arose and at- 
tended in processior; proceéded towards a wide 
iron gate, dividing the church from,the monas- 
tery, which opening wide, displayed a small 
chapel beautifully illuminated; a thousand lights 
ens The precepts of the Gospel enjoin Pshed a brilliant lustre, whose lengthened gleams | 
seemed sinking into darkness, as they shot 
through the long ptispective of the distant 
In the fore ground, in a blazing focus 
of light, stood an altar, from which, in a divided 
line, the mins of the community were seen, each 
holding a large. burning wax taper. 
seemed to be disposed in order of seniority, 
and the two youngest were still adorned»with 
the white crown, as being in the first week of 
their noviciate. 

‘Roth scemed in early youth, and their 
checks, yet unpaled by monastic vigils, bloom- 
ed with a brightened tint, while their eyes spar- 
kled and a smile seemed struggling with the so-, 
lernity of the moment, in expression of their 
in beholding the approach of, 
day offered up her vows, and 
community. 

“The others stood in succession, with looks 
more subdued, pale, mild, collected, the head 
gently bending toward the earth in contempla- 
tion. ~The procession stopped at the threshold 
of the church, when the young nun was recciv- 
ed and cmbraced by the Lady Abbess, who 
leading her onwards, was followed in proces- 
sion by the nuns, each bearing her lighted 


“Inm report of the. 12th of August, I mention- | ; : 
ed that about to visit the upper part of this ct is suppenfe in their alectens, 
I started that day, and preached the Sab- ; ; 
bath after in T—, the county town of L— county, |Saviour. Of these, however, numbers are 
I found there only one member of the Presbyterian | brought to solemn consideration, and beconit — 
denomination, and a society of sixteen Methodists. 
About eighteen months before there had been a re- 
vival amon _ en rere ferent periods of younger life; not in clusters, 
themselves with the Arians. This encou-| but now one and then another; at sometimes . 
raged the latter to make greater exertions, and| and in some congrégations in a greater num- 
became more numerous than 

ut still many were to be seen every Sabbath, who, | this way the places of communicating mem- 
of bers made vacant by death, are often supplied, 

riestcraft Unmasked,” to|22d in some instances much more than sup- 

the reading of the Bible, or the hearing of Ser- plied, by those who are added to the church in 


I take the liberty of 


I once heard it 
hen you sce,him in the 
}pulpit you could wish he would never come out 
of-it; and when you sce him out of the pulpit 
you could wish he would never eriter it again.’ 
O, how striking and how beautiful is that appeal 
which the apostle made to the Th 
‘Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
and justly, and unblamably we behaved our- 
selves among you ;’ the correctness of the apos- 
tle’s conduct was evident to them all. 
preacher can ever be expected todo much good, 
who is not good himself. If a man would stand 
as a light in the world, he must first have been 
lighted up by God himself. O, what holiness 
and watchfulness should be manifested in our 
office! How exemplary. should we be in our 
private walk and conduct, before our fellow- 
men! No man,I repeat it, can expect to do 
good, but as his own example. proves his since- 
rity, and takes away the prejudices of the peo- 
A Missionary, of some experience, once 
said to me, in reference to the difficulty of ad- 
dressing the natives in their own language, ‘It 
is well for us, in some respects, that we cannot 
preach to them all at once in their own tongue; 
it takes us some time to acquire the language, 
and to get the idiom, but there is an advantage 
in this, for we are able, meanwhile, to show 
them what religion is by our example, and then 
they understand us better when we come to 
preach.’ So these men do good by being good. 
The apostle speaks of persons being won by 
‘the chaste conversation’ of Christian females; 
and he says to some, ‘let your conversation be 
as becometh the gospel of Christ.’ 
vast importance even in private life. You that 
have servants, for instance; I question if you 
will ever have good servants, if you be not good 
masters and mistresses. | 
have bad children; there may be exceptions, 
but they will generally find cause to blame 
But in ministers, above‘all, this is 
of prime importance. <A minister should ever 
be ready to answer to that call, ‘ Arise, shine, 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee.’ By‘ patient continuance in 
well-doing,’ he should always be able to ‘put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men.’ Tem- 
per and disposition, tco, are of great importance. 
If we are not under the influence of love our- 


innocent deli 


ons, . 

‘I left T— on Monday morning, and proceeded 
, in P— county, a flou- ti 3 ial 
rishing village, pleasantly situated on the bank of | revivals of re 
the Mississippi, and containing about thirty fami- | Seasons of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
lies. ‘here more attention seemed to be given to | where the gospel had been long and faithfully 
the of The people — por 

enerally, and nota few were serious and thought- 

ul, although there were almost no professors of which we have adverted—seasons which may 
any denomination among them. I continued to la- |. 
bour there, and through the adjacent country, God S power, in which many are made his 
preaching three, four, and five times a week, until | ‘‘ willing people” in which converts are multi- 
the close of September; when I received an invi- 
tation by letter, from my brother, and several other 
, to return and open a classi- 


he died in 1573. 


My body now suf- 


“It might be the brilliant light shed on the 
surrounding objects, or the momentary charm 
lent by enthusiasm, that dangerous spirit of the 
mind decciving the eye and the heart, which 
gave to these fair beings a fascination more 
than real; but such were my feelings, so fixed 
my attention, that when their forms faded from 
my view, when the gate was closed, ‘and [ turn- 
ed again towards the busy throng and crowded 
street, I felt a heaviness of heart, even to pain, 
weigh upon me.” 


nt academy in 
oung gentlemen might be instructed in the higher 
the errors of Romanism: a thing unavoidable in 

the school conducted by the Jesuits. In addition to ee and, . lessed God, they have 
this, my attention was called to an important field | #480 been Irequently seen, and are now Seen, In 
——, | Some parts of our own country. As the case 
ion with the 


wherein 


thOWt exciting feclings of leaps for joy. 
come to thee. 


abour in the county o 
occupied in conjunct 
tion, and consulting with some pious and judicious 
friends, I took up this city, in the hence they are 
beginning of October, and have laid the foundation | &T@4y free trom all noise or extravagance. We 
of an academy. 


to preach Sabbath, in structed congregation, in which there was a most 
ve thick settlements, within about seventeen miles | ha ; 10} isa 
of the city; giving one Sabbath to.one, and another Ppy andigeneral 


i¢ | Chiption—A neighbouring clergyman, only nine 
may seem incredible that, in*nearly all of ‘these | Mes distant, informed us, that it had been SO - 
places, as many assemble in order to hear the gos- | silently conducted, that he did not know of its 
pel as in any country places within an equal dis- 
hia, but it is true. 
ey are quite as intelligent and 
well-disposed, and even more hospitable, but com- 
paratively poor. 
**Tt is too soon as yet, for ministers of the gospel | granary of heaven.—This, then, we reckon the | 
in this State to expect their support from the peo- | second way, in which the kingdom of Christ is 
reach. ‘They must look to some - ae 
cra few nich The third way is, by the success of mission- 
rapidly) for their produce; and then it will afford | 2ries, itinerant preachers, and the occasional 
them pleasure to pay their ministers any reasona- | services of zealous and devoted ministers of the 
ble salaries: for even now they will give them 
live stock if can of /own charges. Of the extension of the gospel 
n e meanwnhie, pious teacners © 
youth may be well employed in preparing the way | 1 heathen lands by ey Spranens, We 
for the gospel, by spreading the light of knowledge, | 2'e not now to speak—lIt is the happiness of the 


and guarding against the prevalence of immorality | age in which we live, that no well informed 
in the rising generation, ” 3 


Son, and Holy Ghost. 
The following article, from the Home Misston- 


ARY MaGazZINE, an English Periodical, is recom- 
mended to the sericus and prayerful attention of 
all our’ readers. We have often reflected with 
sorrow upon the general want of due preparation, ; 
on the part of too many hearers of the Gospel, for 
deriving essential bencfit from the services of the 
sanctuary; and have noticed with equal grief, as 
the legitimate effect of this remissness, a manifest 
yet, forthe moment, behold it with cqual emo- drowsiness or stupidity in come, of inattention or 
ae | levity in others, while iz the sanctuary; and ou¢ of 

* “The mind, if not more than usually cold, the sanctuary, nothing more is produced than the 
will with difficulty suppress the tear that rushes | idle remark, that ‘‘such a cne was at meeting,” or 
from the heart, when ‘contemplating, in per- that “‘ somebody else was absent,” or perhaps, that 
‘*we had a good sermon to-day,” and so the mat- 
out, in an unyarying form, before her who thus | ternds. They have dressed, and gone toChurch, 
forthe Tast time, is surrounded by a busy throng, | and come home again; and the affairs of religion, 
.and adorned with a splendour that. seems but | the welfare of their souls, and the unspeakuble 
destinies of eternity, are shuffled aside to make 


; ; way for the world, until the return of another pro- 
“The convent in which we were now to be- | gitecs and unsanctified Sabbath. 


to another, and so on to the end of the month. 


And it is 
equally true, that t 


ple to whom th 
Good parents seldom 


find a good market in 


Olympia Fulvia Morata, a learned lady, was 
wife to a physician. She was educated at court 
with the Princess of Ferara. 
ing bereaved her of her father, and the accus- 
tomed smiles of the court,.she married a Ger- 
man physician, who was occasionally in Italy, 
and had scarcely arrived in Germany with him, 
when, perhaps by his pious advice or example, 


Providence hav- 


REVIVALS. 


RULES FOR HEARING THE WORD OF GOD WITH 


ministers ef our churches—they who in their 


those who are brought from pious families.” . 
It is undeniable, however, that from what- 


the children of professing Christians, arrive at 
mature age without any indications of vital 
passed from 
death to life, by the renovating power of the 


gate; and although many of them may be 
amiable in temper and deportment, so that they 


our Lord in the days of his flesh, yet they re- | 
semble him in this also, that some worldly ob- 
the throne of their hearts from their God and 


the hopeful subjects of sanctifying grace, under 
the administration of gospel ordinances, at dif- 


ber, and at other times in a less; so that in 


this gradual manner. But we believe that be- 
side this, there are, in the best instructed con- 


preached, with only the partial success to 
with emphatic propriety, be called “days of 


plied like ‘‘ drops of the morning dew,” and a 


church, some of which are mentioned in Gillies’ 


before us supposes, these revivals take place in 
congregations or places where the people have 


witnessed some years ago, the state ofa well in- 


existence, till he went to attend the funeral of 
the pastor of this favoured people, who died in 
the midst of this harvest of souls, which he had 
been the happy instrument of gathering for the 


enlarged or extended. 


gospel, in places beyond the bounds of their 


friend of religion can be ignorant, that at no 
time since the days of the apostles, the success 


the Lord captivated her heart. 
her friend, the princess, she says, ‘‘So soon as, 
by the singular goodness of God to me, [ had 
got out from the idolatry of my own country, 
it may seem incredible to you, what a change 
the Lord wrought on my spirit. 
tures, which were once my aversion, became 
my greatest delight and pleasure—I may say, 
my only comfort and pleasure. 
with its pleasures and delights, which I once 
admired, are become quite contemptible to 
On her death-bed, she said,, * For these 
seven years past, since the Lord engaged me to 
himself, I have seldom been free from Satan’s 
assaults; but now he seems as if he had lost all 
his darts. I feel nothing in my soul but inexpres- 
sible tranquillity, and peace with God through 
Jesus Christ. O, the goodness of God in bring- 
ing me from my native country; in enlighten- 
ing me with the knowledge of his truth; in 
taking my heart off the world, and its pleasures 
and delights; and working in me so ardent a. 
desire after cternal life, about which I have 
nothing to fear.” Just expiring, she said to her 
husband, “ [am quite full of joy and consola- 
tion, but now I know you no more.” 


selves, we shall never do much good aggong our 
A person was once asked why he did 
not go to a certain place to hear the word of 
God:—‘ Ah, my dear sir,’ said he, ‘ how can I 
think of putting the care of my soul under a 
man who shows plainly, by his conduct, that he 
does not care for his own!’ A bad minister is 
not likely to have a good congregation. There 
may be something to attract attention for a sea- 
son, but very little lasting good will be done. 

‘‘ Every preacher should have these three 
qualifications:—1. A little good sense in his 
head; for God does not employ foolishness in 
his service. 2. Plenty 
‘heart. Nothing will do without this; for a man 
cannot preach about what he knows nat, and has 
not.—3. A good competent knowledge of the 
A man must study the things of 
give himself wholly to them. 
we have reason to thank God, that there are 
now so many precious helps; good commenta- 
ries, and other books, which give abundant in- 
‘A ministor should avail himself of 
every help, that he may become a wise and 
good workman, not needing to be ashamed. I 
hope all your Agents will be evangelical men, 
preaching faithfully the gospel; and I hope 
they will exemplify the temper and spirit of 
Christianity wherever they go. And when they 
give a tract, let them give it in a kind and ten- 
der manncr, so that the very manner in which 
they give it may attract attention. 
them endeavour to get children away from their 
ignorance and barbarism, and place them in 
Sunday-schools, and teach them that which 
concerns their precious and immortal souls. 
There is a great deal in the manner in which 
good@is done: the apostle says, ‘ Be pitiful; 
but then he adds another word, ‘ Be courteous ;’ 
not that they are to adopt the manners and be- 
haviour of courts,—it means, be kind, civil, af- 
fectionate, in your deportment and behaviour. 
This overcomes the prejudices, and silences the 
objections of mistaken men. 
a Squire who was, for some time, very bitter 
against a good man Who came to preach among 
this tenants; by and by, however, he became 
very kind tothe preacher, and encouraged him. 
The clergyman complained of this, and asked 
the reason. ‘ Why,’ said the gentleman, ‘these 
people do good. Several that I knew, who were 
wretched and miserable’ in their appearance, 
and abominable in,their temper and behaviour, 
have now become mild and softened in their 
manners, and are amiable and excellent in 
Thus we should all aim to win 
souls to Christ; taking this for our consolation, 
‘Ie that winncth souls is wise,’ and remem- 
bering that*we cannot win souls if we are not 


CERTAIN AND SAVING BENEFIT. 


For the Presbyterian. 
“One of their symbols resembles the an-| qz,. editor, 


ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
— > I enclose you an excellent old sermon by the ce- 
‘the¥ are enjoined to watch continually over the | lebrated Daniet Burexss, first printed in the 
) year 1693. As it is now’extremely scarce, and as 
its republication in the Home Missionary Maga- 
zine may be of service t6 its readers, I transmit it 
In this day of much hearing, 
, . ‘ , ) our congregations require to be often informed of 
covers an ascetic severity, their waist being | the necessity of hearing well. 
I remain, my dear Sir, 
- 


Having, in our former number, shown what 
we understand by a revival of religion, we|the best religious journals in England, that a 
wish now to give a general view of the manner | revolution in favour of evangelical piety was 
in which we belicve a work of grace is carried | commenced in that country, in the time of Wes- 
on, and the kingdom of God our Saviour sus- | ley and Whitefield, and chiefly by their instru- 
tained and extended, in our guilty world. 

It appears to us that there are three ways, | tinued and increased to the present time. That 
not entirely distinct, and yct sufficiently so to| the latter of these eminent men was principally 
render it proper to mention them separately, in | inst 
which the Spirit of grace, the efficient agent in ligion of a most extraordinary kind, and most - 
the conversion of every sinner, gives a Saving | extensive in its range, In our own Country, 1s 
efficacy to revealed truth. The first of these | known to all who are acquainted with our reli- 
is, by mingling his holy influence, gently and | gious history for a century past; and it is our 
yet powerfully, with the natural effects of a| belief,thatthe beneficial influence of that excite- 

We call these | ment is felt—far more felt than recognised— 
effects natural, simply because the means used | at the present hour. In later periods, and more 
are tn themselves well adapted or calculated to 
produce the effects in view; not because the | tic, as well as foreign missions, have been ex- 
means, if left to their separate influence, would | tensively employed; and these, with the occa- 
evcr be followed by such effects on the depraved | sional or temporary services of settled minis- 


But when the children of pious | ters, have been the means of multiplying con- - 
parents have been devoted to God in baptism, 


and from the first openings of their intellectual 
and moral powers have been carefully, tender- 
.jly, prudently, prayerfully, and perseveringly 
brought under the influence of sacred truth and 
Christian discipline, the result is often seen to 
be a sound conversion—sometimes at a very 
early age, and often before these subjects of | might well be astonished if it were otherwise. 
renewing grace are far advanced in life. These 
conversions usually take place without any | their spiritual danger are, in 
great convulsion of the soul. 
change’ wrought is so silent, and seemingly 
gradual, that its date cannot be accurately as- | rant in the extreme, and but 
certained, either by its subjects, or by their| advantage of a regular religious education. 
Yet from conversions of this kind, 
some of the brightest examples of unquestion- 
able Christian piety that have ever adorned the 
Church, both as ministers of the Gospel and 
private professors of religion, have indubitably 
We think there is good reason 
to believe, from what we find in one of Paul’s 
epistle’s to Timothy, that.the conversion of 
tte “after was of the kind here described. 
And if Christian parents were more faithful to 
the vows they take on themselves in the bap- 
tism of their children; if they were not negli- | description. | 
gent, or remiss, or indiscreet, in the religious| These extravagancies are the reproach of 


education of their offspring; if they were| revivals. They not only-open the mouths of 
more like what Timothy’s mother Lois and 


grandmother Eunice appear to have been, we 
have not a doubt that they would witness the 
early and eminent piety of their descendants, 
tenfold more frequently than they do. 
went so far as to say, that if Christian parents 
would perform their whole duty to their chil- 
dren, the preaching of the gospel would not, in 
his judgment, be the ordinary method of con- 
verting sinners—meaning, that private paren- 
tal instruction, admonition, and example, 
would more frequently be savingly blest, than 
We are not prepared to 
adopt this opinion, and think that the preach-|ing. In this we think they err, and are con- 
ing of the gospel which, even at an early 
age, is heard by the children of pious parents, 
is often among the means which are blest for 
their conversion. But the excellent and elo- 
quent Mr. Jay of England, has shown in a late 
publication, that it was from youth who became | 
pious under the parental] fidelity now in vieW,| But this is. manifestly out of the question. If 
that the ripest Christians, and the most emi- 
nent and useful ministers of the gospel,-in the 
best age of the English dissenting church, 
were formed. We “most cordially adopt t 

séntiments of Mr. Jay, and say in his words,| for ever. Indeed, we think it obvious, that thes 


that “we reckon, and not without much ob-| gospel never can be generally, or at any rate, 
servation, that the bast members and the bést 


for that purpose. 


Before you hear. 


Direction I.—Pray for a blessing. Ask, and you 
Sincere hearty prayer is still a 
prevailer; and then most, when it is for gifts that 
be best. But by not asking a blessing you deserve 
a curse; because you virtually tell God, either that 
you need not his Spirit, or that 

saving efficacy of his word. Neg 
ruin the best hearer; holy use cf it wi 


of good graceo-in his} 
shall receive it. 


‘ou desire not the careful religious education. 


Direction IT. —Use forecasts against distractions 
in hearing. Wrath, and lust, and sinful passions, 
ewill take away your heart at sermons; but a can- 
stant cordial watch atd fight against them, will 
destroy those destroyers, 
devoured by them that is diligent to keep from 
them, though on the other hand, souls that do little 
to prevent them, shall be plagued with them. 
Divine grace will not encourage your sinful negli- 
gence; no, but the temptations which overtake you 
wilfully, shall overcome you wofully. Believe sad 
experience, others and ym 
irection —Value the Word, and the preach- 
ing of it, and thank God for them both. 
nour them for God’s sake, and God will honour 
and bless you for his Son’s sake, and fcr his pro- 
mise ‘sake; God is so free of his blessing on both, 
that he lets"no man, who highly prizeth it, go 
You may highly prize gold and silver, 
and go without them; but the richer treasure of the 
Gospel is certainly ycur own, if you can but su- 
If you despise it, blame your- 
selves that you are net enriched by it. 
not\throw his inestimable pearl unto ungrateful 
swine; swine that will not give so much as thanks 
for the pearl of greatest price. 
1V.—Acquaint yourselves well with 
the ends and uses of the Word. 
ask ministers, and know as well as they, to what 
sendeti his oracles. 
prehensive ends are,—to convince of sin, to con- 
vert unto Jesus Christ, to confirm in grace, to direct 
and. comfort in obedience: understand these, and 
muse much on them. Come to sermons for these, 
u shall not go from sermons without them. 
od hath not pleasure in fools; and if you come 
to hear you know not what, it’s no marvel if you 
come away fools as you went. 

Direction ¥V.—Never forget Ged’s promise of 
blessing on dutiful hearing. Hecannot lie; and he 
hath told you, ** Hear, and your souls shall live.” 
Keep you that promige of his as the apple of your 
It will do your heart good to think, Ged hath 
not let himself at liberty to bless or not bless your 
hearing: no, but that his free grace is also bound 
grace; bound by Word and oath. 
rou holy boldness, to whfch God always giveth 
But the want of this in your 
mind, will keep it full of cursed and malignant 
doubts and.fears. WVithout a miracle of grace it 
will hold you fearful, and hold you unbelieving; 
that is, perishing. 


xod will let no seul be 


MISSIONS. 


It is to Missions, as the means which the 
Holy Spirit employed to enlighten the Gen- 
tiles and call them into the church, that we 
owe the privileges of the Gospel, the consola- 
tions of the word of God, and all the know- 
ledge which we possess of the way of salvation, 
and of the glories and the terrors of eternity. 
A missionary is “ one sent to propagate reli- 
gion.” The Apostles, and their fellow-labourers, 
were missionaries. Peter was divinely sent,to 
preach the Gospel to Cornclius and his friends. 
By the Direction of the Holy Spirit, the church 
at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas upon. a 
similar, but more extensive mission. 
ing the example thus set them, the, primitive 
churches continued to send forth heralds of 
the cross, until the glad tidings of salvation 
reached the remotest boundaries of the Roman 
In this manner, the news of a Sa- 
viour, the ordinances, and the word of God, 
were carried to our remote ancestors.. 
faith, thus planted by the instrumentality of 
missionaries, was afterwards wofully obscured. 
Still it maintained a sickly existence amidst 
the darkness of many generations, till the 
morning of the Reformation dawned, and dis- 
pelled the shadows of ignorance and superstition, 
which had so long dimmed the glory, and marred 
the beauty of the Churchand suppressed the tes- 
timény of the word of God. The light which 
then rose upon the west of Europe, has fallen 
upon our highly favoured land ; and, if all our 
fellow citizens loved this light, and walked by 
-it, this. great and growing nation would grow 
moreerapidly into mora] grandeur}; all its ener- 
gies would be increased, its sources of power 
and happiness augmented, its free institutions 
preserved from corruption, and perpetuated to 
other happy,srderly, pious, joyful generations 

We owe much to missions, therefore,—have 
‘much: to hope from them,—have powerful mo- 
tives for cherishing and supporting them. And 


Sometimes the 


premely vilue it. 


Read books, and. I have heard of 


-been produced. 
The four com- 


their conduct.’ 


This will give 


appy welccme. 


HINTS ON 
SUITABLE BOOKS FOR THE SICK. 


“ Medical men,” it has been freqitently ob- 
served, ‘are seldom found to be decidedly reli- 
Whether this be really correct or not, 
the writer will not presume to determine; though 
he fears that, generally speaking, there is much 
reason to admit its accuracy. At the same time 
"he knows several, both physicians and apothe- 
caries, whose personal piety, and decision upon 
the realities of evangelical truth, are acknow- 
ledged and eminent. | 
« Assick gentleman sent for the writer, for the 
fpose of conversing on the substantial reali- 
ties of the Gospel of Christ. * “What shall I do 
to be saved;” was the important question aris- | 
ihg.in the mind of the patient, and ‘proposed to | 
his ministeria] friend. He wes delighted to 
direct him to the all-sufficient propitiation, 


Honourably use your advocates. 
All the week jong honour the Son of God, as he in 
whom alone you can ever have acceptance with 
God: and hcnour the Htly Spirit of God, by whom 
‘alone you can ever have effectual assistance fo-any 
: No man ever thus honoured the Son and 
rit, ahd went without the full blessing of the 
ord. ~ Without cur intercessor in Heaven,and 
our intercessor in our hearts, we can profitably do 
nothing; but with them, we may do every thing 
ly: therefore be sermons every where 
because this dependance 6n Christ and on 
his Spirit are scarce any where found, O that this 
might be well wei | ee 
ction VII —Con@lude upon it, the Word will 
ifevr death unto you. It will 
cure you, or further. kilt you; and give life to life, 
or death to death. Give yourselves this prepara-. 
ry sermon before you come to Hear mine. 
ters’ sermons soften or h 


public discourses. 


be the savour o 


of evangelical missions to the heathen has, to 
say the least, been greater than in our own. 
Nor do we hesitate to give it as our decisive. 
opinion, that itincrant preaching has also been 
most eminently blessed. We concur in the 
sentiments which we find expressed in some of 


mentality, the happy effects of which have con- 


instrumental in awakening an attention to re- 


especially, within the last thirty years, domes- 


verts, and enlarging the boundaries of Zion, 
particularly in our own land, in a manner and 


‘take place under this last kind of. instrumen- 
tality, great irregularities too often occur; and 
that they do occur, is so far from being a cause 
-of reasonable surprise, that, as we believe, we 


The people who are awakened to a sense’ of 
neral, very im- 
perfectly instructed in the great doctrines and 
principles of our holy religion); many are igno- 


w have had the 


When, thercfore, they be¢ome alarmed, under 
a deep conviction of their sinful and dangerous 
state, it is no wonder if they are prone to many 
extravagancies; and when they are brought to 
entertain a hope that they haye escaped from 
the fearful situation in which they have recent- 
ly seen themselves, they are still almost as much 
inclined to extremes as they were before—ex+ 
tremes of an opposite kind, but-of most dan- 
gerous tendency——extremes of enthusiasm, and 
the indulgence of visionary motions of every 


scoffers against all serious piety, but they deep- 
ly grieve, and sometimes even discourage, the 
truly godly—leading them to question whether 
revivalg of religion of this character, are not 


Baxter | really productive of more evil than good. It 


is known that there are many serious and de- 
vout people in our Jand, who are as favourable 
as any others, to the progress of religion, and 
the extension of vital piety, m the two ways 
that have been previously mentioned, yet, are 
not favourable, but, some of them, at Jeast, de- 
cisively opposed, to the propagation of religion 
in.the third way, which we are now consider- 


scientiously constrained to differ from them. 
We should most sincerely rejoice if means ex. 
isted for bringing, at once, the whole of our 
country, and even the world at large, under the — 
influence of regular religious instruction, and 
the administration of all gospel ordinances.— 


thousands and millions of immortal souls, now 
in an unconverted state, are not saved without 
a religious education, and the advantages of 
stated ordinances, they must indubitably perish 


pidly extended, but by the conversion of mul.’ 


large and blessed ingathering of souls to the * J 
held forth the importance of fold of the Redeemer is witnessed. Such sea- S 
| sons are those to which we here refer, were not 4 

unfrequently seen in former days of the Scottish 4 


degree truly wonderful. But in revivals which - ; . 


never leave you as they | which God has set forth in the sacrifice of his 2 
— find you. Su tece aa 
dants, and = 
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| which moment. i 
forth in loud sho 
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choly; 3 
awakened, to.the situation of female votaries, 
. Si their stricter rules, and more uninterrupfed se- 
‘clusion, eperating ‘them,.from the world by 
stronger ricts opposed to the 
> 
| 
| | 
£ 
< 
worst hearer. 
| 
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emotion which thniled through every heart. 
a? This. solemn ‘music continued long, and atill | es 
fell mournfully on the ear; and yet seraphic, as ca 
in softened ‘tones, and as it were receding 
the distance, it gently sunk ipto silence. THR] 
4 “young novice was then raised, and advancing 
Rg the priest, she bent down, kneeling at ’ 
i. ‘ie feet, while he cut a lock of her hair, asa 
of the ceremony that was to deprive her 
Of to her no longer valued ornament. Her 
| 
wth w © was adorned; 
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more than: thitty, miles of the Alleghany’ river. FGhost is the best teacher, and he the best scholar Science— Memoir of Captain Benjamin Wickes— | accord with his wise and holy purposes, Poland 
The Chiristia “party reside principally in” two/| in divine things, who,. ander His teaching, makes | Practical Methodism. will triumph, and the hosts of tne melt away. 
villa about eight miles, apart; the. principal) the greatest proficiency. | on Reeognition in Heaven. Perhaps, the example of the Poles may extend it- 
“ahah are village of the heathen party lying between them. | Dec. 20. (Sunday.) This evening I went and| Literary and Philosophical Intelligence.—The | self to the more ancient dominions of the Emperor; 
ee ae At the lower yillage there is a good framed school-| preached at’ Hintza’s own kraal, being filled with | Passage of the Red Sea—Cholera Morbus—Platina | and the bannérs cf revolution be unfurled in the 
erable, and ‘ Teproas house, large enough to answer the purpose of a| grief and indi ) 
_by the influence of 


id indignation at the injustice and_wicked- 
ness that-are frequently perpetrated in the land, 
with the direct sanctionoft the rulers of*the.people. 
In the last weck a 


meeting-house, bufit last year. ‘They are now 
erecting a similar building at the upper village. 
“J spent a few days on the reservation and at- 


for Coin—Pure Water—Iron Chimneys. 
eligious Intelligence.—S5ome Particulers res- 
pecting the Cholera Morbus at Astracan—-Trea- 


are ‘they to be attributed 


heart of the empire. And, in this way, if none of 
ncy, orto human error, 


the other European powers inte , the Russian - 


may be baffled, and Poland regain that indepen- 
vill Atl it who had engo.ot habits, of which she has been most unjustly de- 
j ing en meetings at cach village, appeared; who had. acquired a few cattle, and cultivated a of Public irs. —E J ; rived. 
b unite t t there are appearances grace 1s In powne rogress. anxious to hear and were quite solemn, hough | large piece of land, was accused by his envious | . of . Affairs.—Europe—America. p 
whith are altogether unsound and} In Troy, N. Y.—A letter from the Rev. B.M. | there is no special excitement, yct there is a 


do pot. doubt. Satan, we know, is 
“transformed into an angel of light 


neizhbour of the crime of bewitching his herd, and 


killing his calves. The poor man denied the accu- 
Sation 


lersia is a prey to a horrible civil war. The 


- Stuarts Journal.—The Rev.C. S. Stuart intends | eldest son ef the Schah has revolted, and marched 


‘deal of feeling among the members of the church. soon to publish his Journal of a Visit to the Marque- 


cretary, dated the 3ist-ult. says: “The revival | Joseph Sandterd, (a young man who went from 


: against his father. Prince Abs: 
| he accuser put him to death, and | sas and Sandwich Islands’in_ 1829, as chaplain of he of his father 
his ministers are transformed. as the | continues, though marked by different features the he hes his wif and-¢eized on all his proper- | the U. S. ship Vincennes. We look for its appear- | army is instructed in European tactics. 
inisters of ess.” But we are not | from those which distinguished it at first. The |. converted since he resi rere. Thopehe;| ty, Hit en sent to receive the cattle; and | ance with much interest, The inhabitauts of the Caucasus, habitually sub- 
- € | is not mistaken. when the ‘poor man’s corn is ripe, will reap that ‘ordinate to Russia, have raised the standard of 
GH: ‘petimitted to believe, that Satan “is divided | first operations of the Spirit of God, were very | “(he last dayI spent at Alleghany, I held a| also; and allowed the perpetrator of the murders|. 7 eiont Rehository.—The first number ef this Saldin a great number of the valle i heench- 
< himself,” or ever endeavours to subvert | unexpected and powerful : many of the subjects | temperance meeting ; and alter addressing the In-|to remain at his kraal with perfect impunity. war sae 8 a 5 ete hig gg? at Coe ment of the Russian army was attacked on the 
is own ki and therefore we cannot | of it were men of the first standing in this com- | @!ans_on ue SOCICEY, . O88 place, a chieftain, who] Pat route to ‘Tiflis, and lost two pieces of cannon. Mar-— 
tees ‘think that he and his agents are cerned in munity, and among them were several of deis- principle ofentire a etinence. “hirty-five signe 1s oyemont in <ue deeds of darkness, arose to salute sities: . . . i shal Paschewitz Erivan is ordered to déploy consi- 
their names. One of the signers wasa hundred|me; but I repelied him with warmth, saying, derable forc inst these i rent 
ucing tlese revivals (although they, doubt- | tical sentiments, some of whom, we trust, have, years old, “Stand off, thou man of blood,” and he slank 2erfretation of Psalm XVI, by Professor | forces against 
a . are concerned in endeavouring to pervert |in the progress of the work, submitted their| ‘Ihe Indians on that reservation are desirous of | away behind the rest ef the chieftains, many of | *UAtt, ; | : | 
because, after all the confusion that is | hearts to Christ.. Since the impulse created in | having a teacher sent to them, and urged me to} whom wereassembled on account of Hiniza’s sick-. Ss 3. Grammatico Historical Interfiret ation of the 
‘geen in some—for it is not seen in all—they |the minds of Christians by such a state of | come and live with them, promising to build me a | ness, without uttering.a single-word.. I then col- by Hain, of Leipsic. ‘Trans- been 
- wally are productive of very considerable | things subsided, the work has ‘progressed in a house, in case I would consent to become. their) lected them together, and preached from these | 4. R re H, 1 he 
| teacher. I told them I was willing to go and labour | words, “ What hast thou done? For the veice of | ,. On 4 ahn’s Definition of Inte | 13th ult. was opened for worship, 
é . « l of emment and steadfast Christia s— stead ; silent manner, engaging the attention where I could be most useful, but could give them thy brether’s blood crieth unto me from the £1012, and some tofiics connected with i, by’ Protes- and solemuly dedicated to the SCTVICC of Almighty 
> we think is undeniable+* We find, more- | of all classes, producing a rational, and gene- | no encouragement. } sround.” ‘“Lhey heard with attention: and when sor Stuart, Ged es 
“€ gifts | rall ungent conviction of sin, with rs **S'nce my return to Cattarauzus, I have recciv- 
‘“@ over, that there was a gross wsuse of the gi y, pung : , an earn ) zus, 
» ee 


stantly 


of the Holy Spirit, even of the miraculous.kind, 
in the primitive church (see I Cor. xiv.) and 
that the apostle Pau! gave particular directions 
for its correction and prevention. 
abuse of these gifts is not to be used as an argu- 
ment that they are not genuine. If such an 
———— ‘may be used, it will operate against 
_all tle most .precious gifts of God, both in pro- 
-vidence and grace, for they all may be, and con- 
are, abused. 
. But the irregularities and errors which too 


often. accompany revivals of religion, do cer-. 


tainly afford a most poworful reason why all 
‘who really love the cause of God and the souls 
of men, should yse.all the means and efforts in 


‘their power, to prevent their occurrence if pos- 


sible, and to arrest their progress as soon as they 


So that the | 


evidences, in the mind of the individual. 


my congregation who entertain such a hope 
viour. 


quish them even for a day. 


estness for hope in Christ, which is not often 
satisfied. without uncommonly clear. Scriptural 


- * Under such circumstances you will readily 
suppose the number of converts does not mul- 
tiply rapidly. There are, however, about 40 of 


I can encourage myself; and I think there are 
40 or 50 still‘ anxious for an interest in the Sa- 

Our meetings are excessively crowded, 
and though we still hold them morning and 
evening, no one. yet appears willing to relin- 


In Albany and the vicinity—The Presbyte- 
ry of Albany-in the narrative of the state of re- 
ligion within their bounds, prepared last weck, 
say: The Spirit of God has descended in a 


society, making in all 117 members.” 


as 


it is supported by American patronage. 
cerning this school, Dr. Korck writes: 


ed a letter from Joseph W. Pierce, an Indian youth, 
secretary of the ‘Alleghany Indian ‘Femperance 
Society,” inior ming me that they had hceid a meet- 
ing since left, at which eighty3two had joined the 


Although Greece, which is a land of many 
interesting associations, still remains unsettled, 
yet the cause of education begins to flourish. 
In many of the islands, schools have been es- 
tablished on the Lancasterian system, and the 
Scriptures are embraced in the plan of instruc- 
tion. In Syra there is a flourishing institution, 
containing upwards of five hundred -pupils, | 
which is called the American School, because 


Con- 


‘¢It must be very satisfactory for you to know, 


and thus visit innocent blood upon him; 
to my habitation, 


tions of the visitations of the Holy Spirit. 


1 afterwar.'s invited discussion, not one undertook 
to justify those evil deeds, nor to state any thing 
more than that such was the custom of the Caffre 
uation, Having warned the chief deeply to repent 
of such wickedness, and instantly to use his power 
to abolish sich iniquitous practices, lest God should 
speedily take him away from the face of a earth, 


“cturncd 


_Tna directing our atiention -to our own coun- 
t:y, we are gladdened by the news of revivals 
in various quaricrs. In these the State of New 
York pertakces most largely, and its great and 
flourishing metropolis presents pleasing indica- 
Oh 
that the benign influences of the gospel may 
pervade the whole city! It is the grand seat of 
infidelity, an infidelity numbering many disci- 


5. Grammatical Accuracy of the Writers of the 
New Testament, by Professor 'Vittman, of Leipsic. 
‘Translated by the Editor. 

5. theological Literature and Education in Ita- 
by Professor ‘Tholuck, of Halle. ‘Translated by 
the Iditor, 

7. Literary Notices, by the Editor. 1. Litera. 
ture of the Old Testament. v. Literature of the 


New Testament. 3. Systematic Theology. 4. Ori- 
ental Literature, 


PREMIUM ESSAY. 

The Controllers: of.the Public Schools, for the 
first School District of Pennsylvania, offer a Pre- 
mium of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARs for a system of 
School Discipline, Lessons, and other Means, 
adapted to the instruction.cf children under five 
years ofage. and simplicity will be 
garded as necessary features in the mode of educa- 
tion contemplated. A plan of the apartments, and 


A Baptist High Schoel is contemplated in Con- 
necticut, as soon as sufficient interest can be excit- 
ed in that denomination on the subject. * 

‘Phe entire receipts of the Baptist ‘Tract Society 
have decreased, during the last year, from about 
5,000 to about 8,000, 

_Mahomet in Ohio.—We have seen a letter from 
Chester, in Ohio, in which the career of some fa- 
natical individuals, who pretend to work miracles 
and to preach a new gospel is described; they pro- 
fess to have discovered something in New York, a 
new revelation, hidden under a stone, which cna- 
bles them to work miracles such as our Saviour did 
while on earth; the delusion and frenzy with which 
these individuals have wrought up the public mind, 
enabled them to collect, in two small villag 
something like five. hundred adherents, who for 
low those ignorant and deluded men, with the same 
submission, that ‘* sheep are led to the slaughter.’” 

Bos, Rec. 


ples, organized in its conspiracy against the 
Lord and against his Christ, and continually 
pouring from the press its impious and corrupt- 
ing blasphemies. ‘The prayers of Christians 
throughout our land should unceasingly ascend 
to God for that, and other principal cities, as 
their influence must be extensively felt, either 
to bless or to curse our country. Christians 
awake! the present crisis is unspeakably inter- 
esting ; your influence, your talents, your pray- 
ers are required; the enemics of the gospel are 
on the alert and are organizing their forecs 
against the institutions of christianity; go forth 
therefore in the strength of the Lord of Hosts, 
and putting on the whole armour of God, and 
praying with all prayer, the church shall tri- 
umph—-she shall shine forth * clear as the sun, 
fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with 


appear. To this we are urged by the most in- 
*_ teresting imperative considerations—by a 
to the salvation of souls, that may be. 
_delnded to eternal death by fundamental errors, 
$n regard to the doctrines of religion and the 
' gafety of their own state; by a desire for the 
> progress and spread of revivals, for nothing ter- 
_* gpinates them so speedily, and hinders their ex- 
| _ “tension so much, as the Wisorders.and delusions 
ee that attend them; by a desire to silence the 
< - tongues, and prevent the mischief ofthose who 
{ ‘are ready to take advantage of every thing that 
‘ma r the prevalence of vital godliness; 
fs : wad ra regard to the comfort of those who 
2 _ Jove the Saviour and his blessed cause, and who 
gre often grieved out of measure, at bcholding 
“ ‘or hearing of the abuses we consider. 
En regard to the means for avoiding or arrest- 


that you may almest expect evcry one of these 534 
children, to know something of the whole of your 
spelling-book by heart. Even the know 


a description of the fixtures requisite for infant DOMESTIC. § 
schools, must zccompany the essay. Siz months!  Casualticsz.—On Saturday last, a little past one 
from the date hereof are allowed to candidates, | o’elock, as Charles Carpenter, aged 13, and his 
and at the expiration of that period, the Contrel- | brother FPlwin, aged between six and seven years, 
lers will decide upon the merits of the communica- | (sons of Mr. Powell Carpenter) were amusing 
tions which may be submitted, and award the pre- | themselves on the ice opposite the city above 
os — author of the Manual and Plan ap- | Chesnut-street, Edwin broke through, and his bro- 
proved by them. : . ther Charles, going to his assistance, also broke 
ROBERTS VAUX, 
| President of the Board. 


greater or less degree upon many of the con- 
gregations, the effect.of which has been, a con- 
siderable enlargement of the borders of ‘our: 
Zion. The congregations most especially fa- 
voured in this respect, are those of Amsterdam, 
Fast Galway, Greenfield, Rensselaerville and 
the congregations in Albany. In the last mien- 
tioned place there is an interesting work now 
in progress, which extends with different de- 
grees of power to all the congregations. In 
Union College the religious state of things is 
promising. ‘The students are gencrally charac- 
terized by good morals; among them are 48 
professors of religion ; and there is a considera- 
ble and increasing degree of gencral serious- 
ness. IN. Y. Observer. 


. 
— 


and understand, at least, some of th&pages. ‘The 
larger scholars know also Mr. Wils4n’s ** Whole 
Gospels;” nay, several may be found, who know 
the whoJe New ‘Testament, and the whole Psalter 
by heart. In looking at the number of children, 
as well as at the knowledge they reccive, you will 
see, my dear Sir, how much good is likely to be 
derived from the bounty of the Board; and com-- 
pared’ with the hope they allow you, the expenses 
will appear but a mere trifie. May the Lord bless 
all these who contribute a cent to this important 
work. Your heart would rejoice still more, and 
magnify Him who makes you the instrument of his 
grace, if you could be allowed to enjoy with me the 
effects the word ef Ged produces on the children, 
and especially upen the girls. What a sweet re- 
compense for all your troubic is it, to see them, 
listening with the greatest interest, and knowledge 


through, and before they could be got at from the 
shore, Edwin had sunk and was lost, but Charles 
was saved from a like fate by the active exertions - 
of those who, at the risk of their own lives, went to 
their aid. 

A child, the son of a dentist in Second street, near 
Shippen, met its death last week in a manner some- 
What cxtraordinary, and which merits notice by 
way of monition. While at school, the tutor dis- 
covered that many of his pupils werg chewin 
gum clastic (Indian rubber) and issued an order ot 
chastisement against those who were detected. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


The intelligence of a religious nature, part of 
which we should have ctherwise inserted in cur 
Religious Summary, will be found under the houd 
cf The Monthly Concert. 

POLITICAL. 

We have but little to add to the intelligence 


img the errors and evils we have been consi- 
dering, we believe, that it is of the first impor- 
tance, that the preachers of the gospel, under 


whom revivals commence, should be men well 
informed, and well esfablished in religion them- 


‘selves; and at the same time, men.who possess 
a degree, both of prudence and firmness. 
We have beeri credibly assured, that the excesses 
which, about thirty years ago, spread over a 
large portion of the State of Kentucky and the 
parts adjacent, might probably have been stop- 
ped and corrected without much difficulty, when 
they first made their appearance. But the mi- 
nisters-of the gospel, although pious men, were 


~ not well furnished for their work. They were 


afraid to counteract these abuses, under an ap- 


«prehension of resisting the Holy Spirit. They, 
~ therefore, permitted, or rather encouraged them, 


till they were beyond all restraint; and then 


FOR THE | 
MONTHLY CONC ERT. 


sanctifying effects on'some.” 


notes the religious signs of the times. 


ty and benevolence flourish? are the efforts 
God’s servants effectual 


redemption of the world. 


over her desolations. Every reformation 


The Christian philanthropist can never be an 
indifferent spectator of the moral changes which 
are continually occurring in the world; and 
whilst others are eagerly marking the fluctua- 
tions of trade, the contests of politics, and the 
revolutions of nations, he, with nobler fcelings, 
His 


anxious inquiry is, do.the institutions of chari- 


in meliorating the 
moral condition of man? does the Gospel tri- 
umph and are sinners converted unto God?: 
Christians should cherish more of the spirit 
which goes forth in earnest breatliings for the 
As citizens of Zion 
they should rejoice in her triumphs and weep 


tion of Russia, and not without effect, as:m 


of 


tleman in St. Petersburg: 


at 


entering their hearts, which is able to make man 
wise unto salvation, and which shows already its 


The circulation of the Scriptures is justly 
considered a powerful means of extending the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and the happy results 
which have already attended it, are ample en- 
couragement to future exertion. Through the- 
agency of the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty many thousand copics of the word of life 
have been distributed among the vast popula- 
be seen from the following letter froma gen- 


**For several days my mind had been depressed 
with incidents connected with a_ pilgrim’s life ; 
when, in an unexpected hour, as if an angel were 
sent to comfort me, I was completely relieved 
by a visit from a Barow’s servant. He was a well- 
‘dressed, clever, and intelligent man. come,” 


against us. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


banners”—and in the end it shall appear that 
IIe that is for us, is greater than all that can be 


PHILADELPHIA: 


WEDNESDAY, February 23, 1831. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


to find room for tliem in our next. 


We have been favoured with several communi- 
cations this week, for which we rcturn thanks ; 
some have been inserted; others we are compelled 
to lay aside for the-present, but we shall endeavour 


oP Our distant friends, who may interest them- 
sélves in procuring Subscribers for Tor PRrspy- 


which we bricfily communicated last week. ‘The 
ex ministers of France, Prince de Polignac, M. 


'M. Peyronnet, De Chantelauze, and De Guernon 


Ranville, have received their sentence, which is, 
perpetual imprisonment, with the forfeiture of their 
titles, rank, and orders. ‘lhe Prince de Polignac, 
as most deeply implicated in the offensive measures 
of the former government, has received the heavi- 
est punishment. He has been declared ‘‘ civilly 
dead;”? a sentence which leaves him nothing in this 
world, but bare existence. His property descends 
to his heirs, his marriage is dissolved, he has no 
control over the education of his children; how- 
evcr injured, he can bring no suit, find no redress, 

resent noclaim; in a word, he’is entombed inthe 
onely fortress of Mont St. Michael, on the coast 
of Normandy. ‘lhe other prisoners have been 
sent tothe castle of Ham, in Picardy. The fate of 
these men impressively illustrate the vanity of 
earthly power and grandeur. Only a few months 


‘ago, they were at the head, and controlled the 


energies, of a mighty nation. Now, they are strip- 
ped of all—wealth, reputation, and liberty, and have 
scarcely escaped with life. ‘The reverse ef situa- 


‘The boy in question, having a piece in his mouth, 
immediately swallowed it to avoid discovery. It 
caused his death a few hours afterwards.—fenn. 
Inquirer. 


he British Frigate Thetis, was totally lost on 
the 21st of December, on Cape Frio, with two mii- 


lions of dollars on board, and about 30 of the crew 
drowned. 


MARRIED, 

On the 15th instant, by the Rev. Mr. Hughes, Mr. Bar- 
THOLOMEW NEWMAN, to Miss MARGARET FRANKLIN, | 
both of the city of Philadelphia. 


On Monday meraing, after a short. illness, Mr. GEoRGE 
Conrap HEss, in the 39th year of his age. 

On Saturday, in the 65th year of his age, after a short ill- 
ness, Joun W. Cuapman, Esq. Principal of Lower Dublin 
Academy, Holmesburg; long and advantageously known 
in this vicinity, as a successful instructor of youth. 

On the 2Ist instant, Mrs. Esrner, wife of Thomas 
Crowell. : 

At New Ffope, on the 14th instant, Jane Maris, wife of 


William Maris, of that’place. 


said he ‘** from a far country; and if you please, I 
should like to have a copy of the New Testament, 
the Psalter,” &c. **Who sent you hither?” ‘It 
is singular enough,” he replied, ‘‘that ever I should 
hear of you; but it came to pass in the following 
manner. Some of my master’s people were at 
work in this citv last summer; and when they re- 


hed. their eyes opened to mourg over the evils 
- “which: they had not resisted at the outset—a 
 - _~ptudent and tender, but a firm and determined 
position, toe whatever is contrary to evangeli- 
‘ :eal truth and plain gospel order, should be 
1 - -gmade by all the ministers of the gospel at such 


TERIAN, will do us a favour by forwarding the 
names which they may obtain, as soon as conve- 
nient: and we request, that in every such case, the 
name, as well as the address, of each Subscriber, 
may be written in aplain hand, so that the Paper 
may be duly forwarded, without error on our part, 


On Monday evening, 2Ist inst. in the 25th year of her 
age, Mrs. Many McCUat, wife of Archibald McCall, 

riater. 

On ‘Tuesday morning, the 22d inst. after a lingering il}- 


ness, Witttam S. Piers, only son of Jacob F. Pleis, in 
the 6th year of his age. 


tion is most remarkable in the cise of Polignac; 
as will be more sensibly perceived, if, in addition 
to what has been said, we take into consideration 
the nature of the spot, in which he is doomed to 
linger out the remainder of his ca hly existence. 


|The following account of the fortress .of St. Mi- 


home should be a subjett of thankfulness, and 
every indication of gospel light shining upon 
the heathen should be hailed with delight. 
Their prayers and sympathies should be mingled 
with the cause of Missions, and with all its kin- 


uz 


~ Seventh-day 


‘ 


elegant iece for March, ts in the 

that every family in .town is furnished with a dians. ag of — ‘The independence of Belgium is said to be re- of as have for elute, original 
‘or have lately visited the Tonawanda and Alle- | ters, and of the word of God, is idles vacant, and ened. With the utmost conhdence that we are | comnized by the five great European powers. The | And especial care will be taken to have the 
OS™ oT none ane Society : mm ghany reservations. ‘The station at the former | unemployed. Compared with such individuals, the | inviting the attention of our readers to a publica- 
re is also a Temperance nethis. 


| 7 in Nos. till be had, price $2 50 a volume. 
op- | most learned who best understands the greatest Comm on son to contest ihe lost obtaining Sats. 
as ity of i uainted with them. | truth; as a-whole, our members would suffer no | Shorter Catechism ef the Westminster Assembly | tween the injure 3 Ir oppresscrs,- But a small number over what is required for present.sa 
correspondent.et Geneva, addressed may vist@to Alleghany. | loss, ‘were they compared with multitudes who; of Divines, addressed to Youth—Witherspoon on but. how, or where it will end, the | scribers will be published, post 
editor of the Utica Journal, information is giv- | The Indians there are scattered over a reservation, | have superior advantages in Christian countries. | Regeneration—The Poor Man’s Death Bed. ** God of battles” only knows. He can, and often j paid) , : a 
‘en of @ gradual but very encouraging work of whioh is generally @out a Pile wide, and extends | We are not without procfs that God. the Holy Miscellancous—Notes of a Traveller—-Mental | does, say to the oppressed, ‘Be free.” And ifit) feb 25—t 


“Advocate, for Dec. 1827. ] 


4 ‘a time.. But what we have further to offer on 


; f ife. is taken fr Cdin- | -In the January nnmber of our periodical, we were enabled 
§ . : nt on the part of its Patrons. nac, is to remain for life, is taken from the Zédin ry nnmber of our p , 

the church. Blessed is the news which an- | they exhibited the treasures which they brought P burgh Observer: at considerable increase of iabor and expense, to furnish our 
nounces the wide ‘diffusion of the word of life | em the metropolis: a few of them had the books 

week. 


; [The most of this No. has been taken, with some 
alterations and additions, from the Christian 
* To all who wish tosee this subject ably, faith- 
fully, candidly, and fully discussed, we recommend 


‘the perusal of what has been written on it by Pre- 


sidents Edwards and Dickinson. The work of the 
Jatter, which we think inferior to nothing of the 


- kind we have'ever seen, is entitled, ‘* A display of 


_God’s special Grace, in a familiar Dialogue be- 


since been republished in Philadelphia. 


. that the 


Interesting Revival in the town of Scott, N. Y. 


In my communication about the first of Oc- 
tober, if my memory serves me, I mentioned 
the precious season of revival or work of grace 
ple in the town of Scott had been 
favored with. About that time there were ad- 
‘ded to the Presbyterian Church fifteen persons 


> won profession of their faith. Last Sabbath five 


more were added—subjects of the gracious 
work, and three others on letters of recommen- 
dation. I have baptised eight adults and one in- 

‘, Previous to the révival, the Church in Scott, 
(the Presbyterian Church) numbered only 
eighteen members; twenty-three have now 
be@n added to that number. This something 
more than doubles their number, and as seve- 
ral. families have thus been added, their strength 


some measure augmented, and there 


begins to be some talk of building a house for 
fi 


ie worship, and I am rather inclined to be- 
eve they will attempt it in the com‘ng season. 


. ~~ "he town of Scott has within six months last 


past undergone a very great moral change, and 
yet in Scott, that is in some parts of it, iniquity 
still abounds—especially Sabbath-breaking. 
As it respects the Presbyterian Church we 
hope that the revival is not altogether past— 
that the Lord has not yet withdrawn the Holy 
Spirit’s influence from us. It is thought that 
the spirit of prayer.is rather reviving amongst 
,professors of religion, and that some impenitent 
sinners are under serious impressions. Prayer 
and conference meetings are still kept up and 
are interesting, and we hope to see numbers 
‘more: gathered into the Church. The number 
of hopeful conversions in the town of Scott is 
about 120—about #kty have united with the 
tist, and between thirty and 
irst-day Baptists. 

_ InfSeott there is a Bible society auxiliary to 
the ¢ounty society of Courtland, and I believe 


- town consisting of between fifty and one hun- 


— members, and is ow! exerting avery 
utary influence. ~ oy y Reporter. 
. In Geneva, N. ¥.—By a letfér from a i- 


dred auxiliaries engaged for the prosperity of 


—the successful instruction of a rising genera- 
tion—the transmission of heavenly light to the 
dark places of the carth, and of sinners con- 
vinced of their spiritual danger and penitently 
returning to their God. 

Christians should be acquainted with the 
state of the world and at each return of the | 
Monthly Concert, they should with interest, 
inquire what has occurred to encourage our 
faith, to animate our prayers, and to impart 


Often may they mourn that their 
efforts are apparently fruitless, but often do 
they rejoice that their labour is not in vain, 
nor their strength expended for nought. ‘The 
Islands of the South Seas bear pleasing tes- 
timony of the triumph of truth over ignorance 
and vice, and we know of no evangelical mis- 
sion which has utterly failed, although the suc- 
cess in some instances may be comparatively 
small. Among the aborigines of our country 
the gospel has many seals, and notwithstanding. 
the peculiar difficulties which it has had to en- 
counter, its civilizing and humanizing: influ- 
ence has been felt and appreciated. 


The Indians at Seneca were visited early in the 
fall by eight or ten persons, whose design seemed 
to be, to gain the favour of the heathen party, and, 
if possible, to disaffect the Christian party with the 
missionaries and the school. Having invited both 
parties to hold a council, they addressed the as~ 
sembly; and among other questions, implying that 
the missionaries had not fulfilled their promises, 
and had misapplied the funds entrusted to them, 
and at least, had done them no gocd, they asked 
the Christian party whether they were ‘‘going for- 
ward in civilization or backward?” ‘lo which 
Captain Pollard, a Christian chief, replied in the 
follewing manner: 


‘*Since we began to keep the Sabbath day, we 
have been growing more industrious and more hap- 
py. Wehave now large farms which we cultivate, 
and by cultivating them we get a comfortable liv- 
ing. Our farms are surrounded by fences, which 
will enable us to sleep quietly during the night, 
feeling that our crops are safe from being destroy ed 
by cattle breaking in upon them. Within a little 
time we have built twenty-three large framed 
barns, and thirteen framed houses, besides a meet- 
ing-house which cost $1,730. In our framed houses 
we can live comfortably, and in our meeting-house 
we assemble every Sabbath. About fifty of us 
have agreed to abandon forever the use of liquor, 
which makes people drunk. We think our condi- 
tion is greatly changed from what it once was. The 
missionaries, and the Missionary Society have done 
us much good.” 3 


The following account presents another pleas- 
‘ing view of the improvéd condition of the In- 


place is under the care of the Baptists, and is very 
interesting. “I‘he boarding-school there. contains 
twenty-six Indian children, who are making good 
‘progress in learning, ‘The missionaries appear to 

pious and devoted. I was thankful fort 


like rational creatures,” 


which I have now asked for. 


a New Testament for him also. 


was not sent empty away. 


the glad tidings contained in the Bible! 
‘¢TIn the spring of 1829, 'T 
called at my house with his wares. 


buy a copy. 
he “‘whenI am not able to read ?” 


family, some of whom can read it. 
buy one.” 
carried the book to his lodgings. 


spring. 


the lodgings in. the evening. 


and the others 
There is no drunkenness in our party now.’’ 


their hard-earnings foy their families, and 


have 


gross darkness of heathenism. 


ing, until the herd return home at night, what 
you think about in the course of the day!” 


~ 


turned to spend the winter with their families, 


Thad never seen any 
of the sort before; and I resolved, if it were ever in 
my power, I wenld possess them as my own: and, 
to my great joy, my master lately determined to | 
come hither, and to take me with him. When 
this was known, my nephew requested me to bring 
We are jost 
rived, and I had some difficulty in finding your 
house; but, thank God! Ll have found it at last.” Ie 


‘©The next morning a labourer called for exactly 
the same books as we had sold this man the pre- 


imothy, the hawker, 
My servants, 
who recommend the Scriptures whenever they 
have an opportunity, talked with this man on the 
value of the New ‘lestament, and advised him to 
‘Of what use can it be to me, said 
Yes, it may 
be of great service to you: you can carry it to your 
It will do good: 
The man attended to this advice, and 


**\WVe saw nothing more of this man until autumn, . 
when he returned, and earnestly entreated a copy 
of every kind of book which we could give him. 
‘*You can form no idea,” said he, **ef the good 
that book has done, which I bought here in the 
‘There are more than thirty of us who 
who mess together at the same lodgings; and, at 
the time when I first took home the New Testa- 
ment, these men spent almost every evening at the 
public-house, and returned intoxicated: but now 
the scene is quite altered—scarcely a man leaves 
‘here are three 
among us whocan read; and they take it by turas, 
sit round and listen to them. 


« Oh, what an interesting scene would thus croup 
have presented to the eye.of an apostle!—thirty 
poor villagers, collected together from various parts 
of the couutry, listening to one of their number 
reading the words of eternal life; and, from this 
circumstanee, breaking off from their vices, saving 
acting 


The Wesleyan Missionary Society has with 
pious zeal turned its attention to the deplorable 
wastes in South Africa, and its Missionaries 
cceeded in gathering the Cafires into 
various little societies, in which the precepts of 
‘Jesus are reverenced and practised. But the 
mass of the people are still involved in the 
The following 
is a late report from one of the Missionaries. 

At one kraal, where I found the Caffres basking 


in the sun, I inquired, ** As you Caffres have no 
employment after milking your cows in the morn- 


One 
replied, ‘* We think of nothing; we have no 


members of our little societies, whose memories 
are stored with the grand and ennobling doctrines | 
contained in the Scriptures, are great and learned 
men. And, indeed, if he is, in strict propriety, the 


to THE PRESBYTERIAN. : 


ladelphia, All con 
those which re 


‘Zion, in our land, 
Philadelphia, 22, 1831. 


ed the following communication, viz. : 


With great respect, your’s, 
A Fritenp to GosPEL GRACE. 


imitate, will be presented to the public. 
 Wery respectfully, your’s, 
| ASHBEL GREEN. 


salvation of immortal souls. 


evangelical Christians of every name. 


do 


we recommend it to their patronage. _ 
tents of the February number are as follow: 


s 


Fpitors, who may be willing to exchange with 
us, will please to forward their papers, addressed 


All letters, papers, and communications, rela- 
ting to PRESEYTERIAN, or designed for inser- 
in itsceclumns, will be addressed to the Editor, 
or to the Printers} at No. 22§ Walnut street, Phi- 
imunic’tions and letters, except 
rt the names of Subscribers, must 


to contribute to the building up of the walls of his 


Mr. Burrr—By the mail of yesterday, I receiv- 


Shinpfiensburgh, Feb. 19, 1851. 

Dr. hereby transmit one hun- 
dred dollars; of which, please put #fly to the fund 
of the General Assembly’s Board ot Missions; and 
Jifiy to the General Assembly’s Board of Educa- 


By publishing the above in the Presdy/erian, the 
*Fricnd of Gospel Grace” will be apprised, that 
his ov her most seasonable donation has been re- 
ceived; and an example of Christian liberality, 
which I pray that many may, as they easily might, 


Tar Cnrisrian ApvocaTE.—TLhe February 
number of this highly respectable and useful perio- 
dical, has recently made its appearance. It is now 
in the ninth vear of its existence, and under the di- | 
rection, and through the efforts of its experienced, 
pious, and venerable Editor, it has maintained the 
uniform character of an able advecate of the truths 
of the Gespel, a firm and vapporter of 
the doctrines, institutions, and interests of the Pres- 
byterian Church, and an unvarying friend of every 
well advised and scriptural means of promoting the 
It is, we believe, by 
several years the oldest of the now existing perio- 
dicals, which are devoted to the interests of our 
denomination, and more than any other, it has 
kept those interests prominently in view. But 
while thus devoted, its spirit has been liberal, and 
the instruction communicated such, with rarely an 
exception, as would meet with the approbation, 
and contribute to the spiritual improvement of 
We have 
met with instances in which it has been instrumen- 
tal to the comfort and establishment of the feeble 
Christian; and often has it communicated refresh- 


tion, which will not Gisappoint their expectations, 
The con- 


chacl in Normandy, where the cx-minister, Polig- 


State Pri-on of St. Michael stands on a lofty 
pyramidal rock, situated in a spacious bay bearing 
the same name, which separates Normandy from 
Brittany. Seen from a distance, especially from a 
distance, especially :rorn the sca, it greatly re- 
sembles the rock of Ailsa in the Firth of Clyde. 
‘The channel that separates the mount from the 


main land may be crossed by pedestrians at low 


water, but numerous quicksands and the rapidity 
with which the tide rises, render a guide necessary. 
‘The rock shoots up steeply on all sides, and round 
the base about a hundred houses ave clustered with- 


pined and pcrished in its dungeons. “Pen thousand 
troops, we were assured, cou'd find accommoda- 
tion in the fortress and abbey alone; and the sub- 
terranean apartments, scooped in the entrail of the 
mountain, and of which, many bloody and barba- 
rous traditions are on record, form a labyrinth of 
which even the cfficials do not know the beunda- 
ries. At the time we spcak of (1822) about eight 
hundred prisoners were immured in the fortress, 
part of them for crimes against the state, and part 
for common felonies., Among the horrible contri- 
vances in this dreary retreat, there is an’ abyss 
called ‘“* Montgomerie’s Hole,” of predigious depth, 
which is supposed to have been an cbligatory or 
conceaied trap decr, upon which, in barbarous 
tines, criminals inimical to the state, and whose 
death it was deemed advisable to cover with mys- 
tery, were lured to step unwittingly, and so hurried 
into eternity. 

‘* Tn one of the dungeons, so late as the end of last 
century, there was a huge cage, constructed of 
strong wooden bars, in which many eminent vic- 
tims pined and suffered, and among others, Francis 
de la Bretonniere, a printer of Leyden, who was 
clandestinely seized in Holland, for publishing a 
satire on Louis XIV., and who died in this horrible 
cell after a long and scVere imprisonment. 
XI. one of the cruelest and meanest despots that 
ever dishonoured the throne of France, had a great 
liking for Mont St. Michael, and made frequent pil- 
grimages to its shrine; and one of his improve- 
ments was the formation of ovd/licities, (pits, or 
‘*forgotten holes,” shaped like inverted cones) in 
which the wretched beings immured in them, could 


neither lie, sit, nor stand, and into which they were } 


lowered with the knowledge, that they were to be 


left to die of starvation,” 


When the mind rests upon the loneliness and 
privation of that fallen prince, in his bleak and 
horrid imprisonment, we pity him, we forget his 
crimes—or, best of all, we wish that he may be 
led to repentance, and find forgiveness*before the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And may we 
not forget, that unless we ourselves have received 
the pardon of our sins against the supreme and 
holy Majesty of heaven; we are exposed to a much 
more awful death, than a ‘‘civil,” ar even a natu- 
ral death. We are exposed to eternal death, and 
the tremendous chains of darkness in that woful 

rison, where the déor once shut upon us, is bolted 
bor the hand of divine Justice, and walled up by 
the decree of the Almighty, to be opened no more 


Peles are reported as mustering their armics, con- 
sisting of regulars, disbanded soldiers, and recruits, 
to the number of 140,000 men. ‘The Russian troops 
are said to be marching on Poland, and threaten- 
ing it with immediate invasion, “There is rea- 


7 


= 7 


Louis. 


' in strong defensive works. Stairs cut in the Fock t*s wheat ~@ be held, in its present mproved form, we fecl 
ceding day. ‘** Whence came you, friend?” be frost paid, aid carefully guarded, lead up to the prison, which 
tween a Minister and a Gentleman of his Congre-| new zeal to our exertions? The missionaries | told us. “Why, there was a gentleman’s servant is near its summit; and the extreme pinnacle is sur- he preseat Sumber will 
. gation, about the work of God in the convittion of the cross are zt this moment labouring in the | here from the same place, yesterday.” “QOvyes!” A DanaTion ACKNOWLEDGED. mcunted by a stately abbey, about seven hundred | men of the character of the work aa aby of Ge aiaiarensern. 
oy and conversion of Sinners, so remarkably of late, f f the alobe: tl posing | replied the man, ‘it was from him I have faeand It is v utmost pleasure that we accede to | fect above the level of the sea. ‘his edifice is es- | The plate, “ Zhe Village ‘School in an Uproar,” is the best 
» —— and going on in these American parts.”— | ‘OUT quarters © a oe eel of it; and he has promised to carry these books, | the vequest,sto publish the following acknowledg- | teemed a place of great sanctity, and is still a fa- | finished and finest engraving that has ever emanated Irof. 

. This dialogue was first published, we believe, in the prevalent corruptions of Europe—encoun- for me, to my relatives.” ; t of the reteint of a liberal donation, made by | MoUs place of pilgrimage among the devotees of the American press. , 
4742, and republished in 1743, with the recom- | tering the sultry suns of Asia—scattcring light Efow delightfully employed are these peor pea- the Church of Rome. As far back as the days of 
In tie through the gloomy regions of Africa, and pro- | sants, who, when perhaps a thousand miles from individual, whose heart the Lord has openec Ww latest patterns for Caps and Bonnets. Oar ementive epr- 

St Tetho. We believe that the work 1 the message of salvation in the forests | home, are preparing to supply their families with strong h ’ ANY x 
of America. 


THE LADY’S BOOK.:- 


vatronus with a faithful pictrre of Female Winter Bresses in 

hiladelphia, of which, perhaps, we may be allowed to say 
that both tor the excellence of the engraving, and apposite- 
ness of the colouring. it formed a tout ensemble, scarcely ex- 
celled by the best articles of its kind in the London La Belle 
Assemblee. We always supposed that much of the credit 
and success of our work would depend§pn the exterior 
beauty in which it was arrayed; and the general approba- 
tioa with which we have aoscomplished the task of deco- 
rating our pages has been the source of much gratification 
to ourselves, and a strong incentive to additional exertions. 
Cur subscription list, nuinerous as it was, had upwards ot 
jive hundred names added to it during the last month, and 
from the-estimation in which the Lady’s Book appears eve- 


responcence with an agent in London, will enable us to give 
a succession of series of this kind of engraving every month, * 
in addition to a variety of other embellishments, 

The literary selections of this nnmber, we believe, will 
be found as deserving of the commendation which Ms so 
liberally bestowed on the selected articles in the-preceding 


ones. 
CONDITIONS. 

This werk is issued in numbers, on the first of every 
mouth, comprising fifty-six large octavo pages ; printed on 
fine super royal paper with entirely new type, and carefully 
stitched in colored covers. EwWyry number will contain a 
Piece of Musie, one Copperplate Engraving, and at least 
iour Wood Cuts, illustrative of some of the contents; and 
evcry three months a coloured plate of the latest Fashions. 

The subscription price is per annuum, payable in ad- 
vance ; 25 per cent., semi-annually, will be added to all sub- 
scriptions that remain unpaid, and the work discoutinued to 
those who negicct to settle up their arrears. 

Great attention will be observed in forwarding thé*work 
to country subscribers, that they may receive it uninjured 
by mail transportation. 

Agents receiving subscriptions, and remitting the amount 
to the publishers, will be allowed 15 per cent. discount, ora 
proportignate number of copies of the work. 

Postage must be paid on all orders sent by mail. Notes 
of solvent banks, of a less denomination than $5, willbe 
received in payment for subscriptions. 

Avents are requested to settle their accounts semi-an- 
nually. ‘The publishers are aware, from long experience, 
that to succeed in the satisfactory prosecutiun of a work, © 
much depends. upon the punctual remittance of sums due 
on subscriptions; they, therefore, solicit a uniform compli- 
ance with this request. 

Ali letters and communications concerning this work will 
be promptly attended to. Address 

L. A. GODEY & CO. 
Dailv Chronicle Office, 112 Chesnut street, opposite the Post 
Oilice, Philadelphia. feb 23—tf 


ATKINSON’S CASKET, 
GEMS OF LITERATURE, WIT AND SENTIMENT. 


Each No. of this popular monthly periodical for 1831, 
closely printed on fine type and good paper, lorming at the 
end of the yeara volume about 600 pages. Price $2 50 
a year in advance. 

Every No, will be embellished with one elegant Copper- 
plate and several handsome Wood Engravings, Masic, and 
illustrations of Botany; besides a beautiful Tithe Page, and 
a gencral index for the volume. The Copperplates will em- 
brace Portraits of our most distinguished men, the Fashions, 
Views and Fancy Pieces, equal to these of any petbodical in 
the United States. 

An elegant plate of the latest Fushions will be pepeehed 
in the January No. One of the Figures a full length Portrait 
of Queen Adelaide, of England; a Lady in Bail Dress; a 
Walking Dress, and Cap aud Turban, of the newest style. 

The February No, contains a prey: Poriratt of Wash- 


selections of the most interesting and instructive maticr, © 
consisting Biography, Historical Sketches, 
Poetry, Light Readings, &c. 
The "Vo umes of the Casket for 18% 
1830, embellisped with a at number of Engravings, 


112 Chesnut street, Philadelphia, 
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Is beautifully repress Ws 
torelsreversed tn the right hand. The style of the illus- 
tation} By fhe Rev. Geo. Croly, res¢mbles one of the Eli- 
sabethian Poets, and befits the design, being one of grace, 

_™ fot gloom, and of tenderness rather than of terror. 

ore to hope, oF love, or fear— 


with the dfooping wing, 


x ir muMitude 
Gink like waves upon thé shore; 
Storms shall never raise them more ! 


hat’s the grandeur of the carth, 
Teo the wee thy throne? . 
To om ave gone ; 
Hefore thee stand 
"The wond’rousband, 
heroes 8, side by side, 
Who'darkea’d they died! 
has hosts, but thoa ce canst show 
Masaya on to ; 
thy gates the mortal flow 


There fix’d, till the last thunder’s sound 
Shall bid thy prisoners be unbound ! 


The things that earth hath known, 
__. ‘Tbe gorgeous splendour of a throne, 

“The Crest and kingly diadem— 

“Phe peerless arm: 


‘Successive years around thee flow, 
Yet leave no traces on thy brow, 
- Revealing and destroying all 
+ As firmly now, thy footsteps fall, 
As-when at first thy course was given, 
_* Abd thy dread limits markia by heaven. 
terious power! still deep and strong 
ade shall roll along ; 
Phe san shall leave his home-on high ! 
: moon and stars of heaven shall die ; - 
Bat thou shalt be the last to fall. 
“Whe’conqueror and the ead of all. 


MISCELLANEOUS- 


The following “ Hints” on a subject of vi- 


| tal importance to the Church, to the sustenance 


and ‘extension of elevated piety, and the spi- 
ritual 


the Bystrica, Rerrrrory. We recommend 


the pious and sensible’ remarks of the writer, 


upon the means of rendering our social meet- 
‘ings for prayer more interesting and profitable, 
to the serious attention of our Readers. 


HINTS CONCERNING PRAYER MEETINGS. 


-‘It-will here be taken for granted, that so- 
cial meetings for prayer and praise, usually call- 
ed Prayer Meetings, are founded in reason and 
‘scripture, and that all experience is stronglv in 
their favour. Many centuries ago, when dan- 
ger arose to the Jews in Persia, from the con- 
spiracy of Haman, we find Esther and her 
‘maidens betaking themselves to social devo- 
ien-tm the palace, while Mordecai and his 
companions: were e in the same manner 
without. .So it has. been with the pious in 
everg,age. All the sincere disciples of Christ 
not a love their Master, but also love their 
fellow disciples, delight in their company, love 


_ te mingle sentiments, desires and affection in 
‘pious *tonversation, and before the throne of 


e; and whenever religion is in a flourish- 
ing state in their hearts, they will spontaneously 


_ come together, as often as their other duties 


will convegiently allow, mutually to receive 
and impart benefit, to warm the love, and stimu- 
late the activity of each other, in the best of 
all causes. It may be confidently asserted, 
that true religion was never in a lively state, 
since-the days of Paul to the present hour, 
without prompting its genuine possessors to 
seek the company of each: other, for mutual 
‘comfort and growth in grace. Accordingly, it 
‘fg impossible, as it appears to the writer of 
these pages, to peruse the New Testament 
Scriptures, without finding ample confirmation 
.ef.this statement. No sooner had the effusion 
of the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, 
“taken plage, than a general spirit of prayer 
scemed, to rest on the people. They seem to 
haye assembled for prayer “ daily,” and “ from 
- house to house.” When Peter was imprisoned, 
special prayer was made by the members of the 
church of God for him. And when he was de- 
livered out of prison, by- miraculous interposi- 
tion, in answer to prayers, he went immediate- 


_ ly to the house of a Christian friend, and there 


he found a little warm-hearted circle of be- 
lievers assembled, and actually engaged in 
_ prayer when he knocked at the door, perhaps 


: "Prazing for that very deliverance of the ser- 
v 


of God which had been, but a few minutes 
before, effected, and now, to their unspeakable 


e joy, announced to them by the subject of their 


imtercession in person. 
“What happened in the apostolic age, when 


religion was revived, has happened in all ages 
- since, when a similar revival took place. So 
“at was in the. land of our fathers, the Puritans. 


So.it was in Germany, in the 17th'century, when 


. Spener and his followers arose in the Luthce- 


a e = | Among the difficulties with which the friends}much speaking.” The use of extemporary 
i ~~ of prayer meetings heve-had to struggle, when 
they occured oftener, from year to 
year, igs ever. been the sameness or monotony of" 


— 


_religion. 
- propriety and expediency of social prayer meet- 
: 3Ngs was one of the main things which formed 
_ the Jine of distinction between the friends and 


the same topics of petition, the same aspect and: 

_ , g@ope, have served to diminish the interest of 
. these meetings, and tg produce a degree of 
- stagnation, if not weariness, even in pious’ 


ing (ive 


“of @ 


“ran Church, tocontend for the restoration of true 
Nay, the question respecting the 


opposers of. vital piety, in that day and country. 
And in o&r own times, we know that the ques- 


tion, whethér prayer meetings shall be tolerated 


or not, divides the’evangelical from their oppo- 
ments in severa] denominations of Christians. 


_ But, as was intimated in the commencement of 


the present article; on the warrant and reason- 
ableness of this mode of social worship, it is not 


 @urpurpose to dwell. It has too long had the 
-““sametion of the wise and good, to admit of its 


being new drawn into serious question. | 


ter. ‘The same-general exercise, 


‘mingse and with regard to all others, (and some 

who have not a true spiritual taste attend al- 
“most all our prayer-méetings) they have seemed 
te themselves to find nothing but one unvary- 
- unvarying except in language) strain 


one. year’s énd to another: And in- 


. > | after making all due allowance for the ab- 


GENIUS OF DEATH 
in the Gomas.a Bor, 


: owth and comfort of private Chris- 
_ tians, are’ borrowed. from the useful pages of 


suing. the ordinary, common-place course, to 
keep up.the interest of such services, especially 
where there is little in the form of instruction 
or direct address; but a constant succession of 
devotional exercises, to engage the attention. 
There is @ love of variety inherent in*our na- 


‘+ ture, which may not be in all cases unhallowed, 


and which, ugdoubtedly, ought to be, to some 
extent, consulted, and gratified. 


| ~ The same difficulty exists with reference to 


the ordinary public service of the sanctuary. 
It is extremely apt to be monotonous and 
wearisome. And happy is the minister who 
has a sufficient iaicdgs of human nature, 


sufficient variety, both in matter arid manner, 
‘to arrest the attention, and sustain the interest 
of an intelligent people, from week to week, for 
years together. This 1s no easy matter, ‘as 


| many excellent men have found in their painful’ 


experience. ‘The continual sameness has been 
the theme of complaint, concerning pulpit min- 
istrations, for centuries ; and in too many cases 
the complaint has been far from being without 
foundation. It is-enough to put in requisition 
all the learning, ingenuity, and holy ardour of 
the man of God, to “bring forth out of his 
treasure,” from time to time, “things new and 
old,” to instruct, entertain, and interest the 
mass of those to whom he ministers; and all 
this without sacrificing any measure either of 
truth or duty to the love of novelty. 

‘With -respect to prayer meetings, I have a 
| suggestion to make, which, though not new, I 
have never yet known to be acted upon, either 
so frequently or extensively as could be wished ; 
and which some ministers and other conductors 


_.| of these raeetings, would seem to me never to 
| have thought of. | 
| effort to DIVERSIFY THE PROMINENT OBJECTS 


It is,that there be a constant 


which are brought before the minds of the wor- 
shippers, as matter of special petition at these 
social meetings. ‘The prayers at these meet- 
ings, (I, of course, except the monthly con- 
cert and the Sabbath school concert) are all 
of the same general character, embracing, 
commonly, the same topics, and differing from 
each other only in the compass, order, and fer- 
vour with which théy are presented, there seems 
to be scarcely an effort made to vary from the 
same uniform, dul], endless round; scarcely an 
attempt to introduce any thing like an intcrest- 
ing, soul-stirring variety. But would there not 
be an advantage in devoting the ordinary pray- 
er-meeting, at one time, to prayer, not exclu- 
sively, but peculiarly, for the children of the 
church ; at another, for the rising generation in 
general ; at another, for the revival of religion 
in that particular congregation; at another, for 
a blessing on ministers of the gospel, that they 
may be made more faithful, self-denied, labo- 
rious, and successful; at another, for a blessing 
upon our civil rulers; at another, for the smiles 
of Heaven on the great Christian enterprises of 
the day, &c. &c.! It is true, the most of these 
topics are generally included in one or another 
of the prayers which are offered at social meet- 
ings; but several of them are usually noticed 
only in a cursory manner, thrust into a corner, 
as it were, of the exercise, and make very little 
distinct or solemn impression. And if, in or- 
der to obviate this undesirable result, an attempt 
should be made to dwell upon every topic, un- 
til an opportunity should be enjoyed to give to 
each the extension and inipression which it 
‘merits, the prayer would of course become te- 
diously long, and instead of rousing and inter- 
esting the hearers, would be likely to weary 
them. How much better to let the social ser- 
vice be chiefly, though not exclusively, devoted 
one week to one of these objects, a second to 
a different one, a third to another still. This 
would allow time for dwelling on each until 
some distinct impression was made. And if 
the minister, or the individual presiding in his 
place, should preface the exercises, on each oc- 
casion, with some appropriate remarks, tending 
to prepare the minds of the people for engaging 
in prayer on the subject assigned, and deeply 
to impress upon them its importance; can it be 
doubted that a more hallowed and practical in- 
fluence would be likely to result from the exer- 
cises, than if managed in tho ordinary manner? 
I have somewhere heard of a pious man, who 
said that in his closet devotions, his habit was 
to continue confessing his sins before God, un- 
til his own heart was, in soine degree, melted 
and humbled under them; and that, in like 
manner, he generally resolved to go on thanking 
God for his multiplied mercies, until his own 
mind was, in some measure, expanded with 
gratitude and love. I cannot help thinking, 
that something of this kind ought to be aimed 
at in our social prayers; and, if so, that we 
ought to be more in the habit than we have 
usually been, of devoting a whole evening, 
chiefly, to spreading our desires before the 
Lord, on some one particular subject, and 
pleading with him for a special blessing in re- 
ference to that subject. Our minds are so cons 
‘stituted, that we cannot think of many things at 
once; and still less are we likely to be deep- 
ly impressed with a variety of subjects in the 
same exercise. Itshould, therefore, be the aim 
of the presiding minister on such occasions, to 
endeavour to make some one subject particular- 
ly prominent, and to dwell upon it, until it 
takes hold of his own mind, and those of his 
fellow-worshippers, with some degree of prac- 
tical feeling. j 

But here while one advantage is attained, 
the opposite mistake ought to be carefully avoid- | 
ed. I mean the mistake of those who imagine 
that, when they are assembled to pray for a 
particular object, they cannot dwell upon it too 
long, or repeat the same ideas too frequently. 
Hence I have, more than once, known an as- 
sembly, if I may so express it, prayed into a so- 
lemn frame, and prayed out of it again, by a 
most unwise multiplication and protraction of 
prayers. I should say, considering the ele- 
vated nature of the exercise, that three prayers 
of the ordinary length, at any one meeting, are 
quite as much as ought usually to be introduced; 
and that as much care ought to be exercised, 
by those who lead in the duty, as may be, with- 
out falling into formality, to enlarge chiefly on 
topics which had not been so much dwelt upon 
before, and to avoid multiplying words, as if 
they thought they should be “heard for their 


prayer is a noble privilege, worth contending 
for; but rant and battolggizing ought to be 
avoided, and under the direction of a wise and 
pious leader, they may. be avoided. 

I will suppose a prayer meeting, of. the ordi- 
nary character, to take place, statedly, every 
Wednesday evening throughout the year. Of 
course, the members will assemble fifty-two 
times during each twelve months. Nothing is 
more common than for such societies to Jan- 
guish,-and after a few months, to betome thin- 
ner and thinner, and, at length, almost extinct. 
But if the minister or other presidigg indivi- 


ion, confession, petition, and’ interces-+dual,-at the close of the evening, were to an- 
nounce, that the next evening they would come | 


together to pray for.a particular object; as, for 


e 
granted that it is not an easy matter in pur-|children, and, in a sentence or -two, hint the 


sufficient intellectual and theological resources, 


the: spiritual and ¢ternal welfare of own 
deep importance of the subject; or, for a bles- 
sing on the ambassadors of Christ, and all who 
minister iholy things, that they might be vis- 
ited with a new unction from above, as a fore- 


committed to their care, would not more peo- 
ple be likely to attend the next time, and to at- 
tend with raised expectations, and engaged and 
prepared. hearts, than if nothing sp&otal had 
been announced? ‘Thus, ‘in the course of a 
year, ten or a dozen great objects might be 
made prominent in prayer, four or fire times 
over, to the great edification of the minister. 
himself, and to the unspeakable benefit of all 
who enjoyed the privilege of attending on such 
a series of exercises. me 
I have supposed that notice of the special 
object of each successive prayer meeting should 
be given at the close of the preceding. This, 
in ordinary cases, might be quite suflicient. 
But sometimes, where the contemplated service 
had for its object something more than usually 
adapted to engage the feelings of all classes, 
and even to attract the attention of many who 
were not pious, it might be proper to give a 
more public notice of it from the pulpit, on the 
Sabbath, for the purpose of drawing some who 
might not otherwise know of the service in- 
tended. Yet my impression is, that this ought 
not to be always, or even generally done, lest 
it should, after a while, degenerate into a mere 


_|common-place affair, and cease to interest any 


one. In short, as the object of the whole plan 
is, to engage and keep up attention, by endea- 
vouring to make each successive service pre- 
sent, as far as possible something new, and 
something adapted to reward attention—every 
thing calculated to make the impression of com- 
mon-place routine ought to be avoided. 

The learned and pious Cotton Mather, in his 
“Essays to do Good,” speaks of himself as 
practising, and recommends to others, the habit 
of having stated days in each week to pray for 
particular persons or objects. The object of 
this plan is precisely that which I have in view 
in these remarks. It is, that, on the one hand, 
the various interesting objects which ought to 
engage our attention in social prayer, may none’ 
of them be forgotten or neglected; and, on the 
other, that there may be time, not merely for 
bringing each before our view in its turn, but 
for dwelling on each at some length, and in de- 
tail, until our minds become in some degree 
affected with them. This is, surely, nothing 
‘more than wisely consulting the structure of 
our minds, and adopting that course which is 
likely to leave the deepest and most salutary 
impression. 

In suggesting some of the topics which may 
be profitably made prominent in meetings for 
social worship, I have only specified a few, out 
of the many which might be in their turn ac- 
ceptably and usefully brought forward. The list 
might be almost indefinitely extended. And 
yet it may be made too large; so large as that 
the most vitally important topics would not be 
brought into view as frequently as their rela- 
tive importance would render desirable. It is 
also to be remembered, that almost every con- 
gregation, certainly every larger district, will 
be apt to have some subject, growing out of its 
lecal or relative situation, which demands its 
special notice in devotional exercises, from time 
to time. 

The plan here proposed, if wisely and happi- 
ly executed, may be of use in another view. 
There is a great tendency, especially in times 
of revival, to multiply social meetings for pray- 
er, to an inordinate degree; nay, to such a de- 
gree as to leave no evening free for personal or 
domestic edification in private. It is worthy of 
notice, also, that the great number of laudable 
plans and institutions started within a few 
years, in the way of Christian enterprise, are 
not unlikely to lead to the appointment of ma- 
ny special seasons of prayer for their prosperi- 
ty. The Sabbath-school cause now occupies 
the second Monday evening of every month; 
and several other similar assignments, for dif- 
ferent purposes, have been proposad, hut—not 
yet fully adopted. Now, if every Monday even- 
ing throughout the year should be thus appro- 
priated, besides three or four other evenings in 
every week, some truly pious individuals, who 
have large families and many cares, might real- 
ly be cut off from the opportunity of attending, 
as they ought, to their own closet duties, and 
to the instruction of those committed to their 
care. But if the plan were adopted, of making 
every ordinary prayer meeting, so to speak, 
specific, and of infusing interest and life into 
it, by presenting, on every successive occasion, 
some grand object to its special notice; there 
would be less inducement to multiply meetings 
unduly, and, especially less inducement to set 
apart particular days in each month or week, 
over and above all the other stated weekly ap- 
-pointments, to pray for particular objects. Due 
attention to all these objects might be provided 
for on the plan proposed, without any inordi- 
nate or inconvenient multiplication of public 
services. : 

It is hoped none will suppose that there is 
any intention here to discourage those meetings 
for prayer which are strictly special or extraor- 
dinary in their character. As the providence 
of God toward civil communities often prompts 
politicians to peculiar celebrations and extra 
efforts, so in the church, dispensations of Provi- 
dence more than usually frowning or joyful in 
their aspect, undoubtedly call for special mourn- 
ing and fasting, or thanksgiving among her 
members. Far from intending to oppose such 
observances, I. would say, that Christians are 
deeply criminal when they do not hear the 
voice of God speaking to them in such dispen- 
sations, and repair to his throne with corres- 
ponding sentiments. It is not to oppose this 
that the present article is intended, but to re- 
commend that an attempt be made to render 
every prayer meeting as lively, pointed, and ap- 
propriate as possible; to impart to every one, 
however stated, something of the prominency 
and impressiveness which all expect to find in 
those meetings for prayer which are strictly ex- 
traordinary in their nature.. 

. The writer of these pages is far frem being 
confident that what he has suggested is worthy 
of attention. He has taken the liberty. of offer- 
‘ing it to the notice of those who are most com- 
petent to judge; and if he should prove to have 
been the means of conveying the’smallest hint 
which shall be directly or indirectly useful in 
imparting the least interest or life to a single 
meeting for social prayer, hé shall feel himself 
richly rewarded. Certain it is, that whatever 

as a tendency to confer upon such meetings a 
character of deeper feeling, a more profound 
‘sense of what we needyand a more intense 
pleading with God for his blessing, is so much 
gained fo the best interests of Zion. We are, 
probably, approaching times of solemn conflict, 
when all that-faith, and prayer, gnd sanctified 
effort can achieve, will put in requisition. 
Our “ ats Zagat in this conflict must in no case 
be *“carnal.”. ~And of those which our Master 
has put at qur disposal, none are more univer- 


taste and pledge of rich blessings on the flocks | 


exabiple, for .the terfiporal; and, above all for’ sally accessible, or more powerful than Praven. | be educated, because, in the latter case, their | 
itual ‘an of ‘Happy will be that ingividual Christian, or that 
church, which may be found, in the progress of 
the conflict, wielding: this weapon with most 
constancy and persevering confidence! . With 
this weapon, guided and animated by faith, we 
may defy the kingdom of darkness, “stop the 
mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire, 
and turn to flight the armies of the aliens.” If 
Christians looked less to “the arm of flesh,” 
and more to the promises, power, and faithful- 
ness of their covenant God, they would have 
more comfort in their own souls, and be far bet- 
ter sustained in their controversy with Satan’s. 


QU AERENS. 


brahmins excepted. 


; 


HEATHEN TEMPLES AND IDOLATRY 
IN HISDOSTAN. 

The Heathen Temples are very numerous, 
particularly that of Shib: there is scarcely any 
village, however. poor, where this obscene 
figure is not worshipped: they are met with 
from one to ten in a village. 
Burdwan, the natives suppose there are about 
fifty: besides these, the Rajah has in one tem- 
ple 108 of these stones, and to each of them a 
brahmin attached to worship it. 
the tumultuous and barbarous festival of swing- 
ing is performed an henour of that idol: besides 
this, no general attendance takes place. 
brahmin sits alone at the time when he makes 
the worship: when doing so, he strikes occa- 
sionally both his elbows against his sides, snaps 
with his fingers round about his head, stamps 
with his left foot on the ground, beats his 
cheeks with the fingers .of his right hand, whilst 
his lips move very fast in uttering his incanta- 
- This figure is also made every day, of 
mud, at the bank of the river or tank, by every 
brahmin who has not one in his house, wor- 
shipped, and then thrown into the water. It 
is not much the custom in Burdwan for females 


In the town of 


Once a year, 


The 


Doorga has many temples, and is worshipped 
under various figures and names: its grand and 
public worship is once a year; called, by way 
of eminence, the Doorga poojah. The idol is 
formed thus :—pieces of bamboo are tied toge- 
ther to form the skeleton, filled up with straw; 
and then finished with mud, ahd painted over. 
In some villages there are from two to ten of 
these, and scarcely any inferior village without 
It is the season of rejoicing among the 
Hindoos: they say that there is no holiness 
equal to the worship of Doorga at that season ; 
but its worship is, after all, a private concern ; 
nobody but the brahmin who performs it knows 
what is going on, or is permitted to hear what 
he mutters before the idol. 
dance is general. However, as its worship is 
in so many places, the concourse of people 
does not appear to be great. 
count in Bengalee, of all the incantations, and 
the regular performance of the ceremonics; 
which, as soon as I find time, I shall translate 


The public atten- 


I haye an ac- 


The attendance at the festival-of Juggernaut, 
or Rut, is the largest. 
the people assemble together from a distance. | 
It resembles, in some measure, the fairs at 
home; playthings, sweetmeats, &c. are sold; 
and the bustle and confusion are so great, that 
in Conchanugur, some persons have for the last 
two years been seriously injured. 

The Kalee worship is another public festival, 
but not so frequently attended as the Deorga 
poojah. The worshippers usually become in- 
toxicated, and the obscenities which take place 
cannot be mentioned. 

There is a great variety of inferior idols, 
which I have omitted to mention: suffice it to 
say, that, among all the idols which they wor- 
ship, there is not a single idol or temple which 
is intended for the worship of the true God. 
The Athenians had at least an altar to the Un- 
known God; but the Hindoos have not even 
Bromho, the Etcrnal Being, is entirely 
omitted in their devotion: the brahmins con- 
fess that they have no muntra or incantation, 
or any form whatever, in which they worship 
How true the statement of the apostle, 
‘‘ They served the creature more than the Cre- 
j ator, who is blessed for ever!” 
parative idea more, is done away with. This 
assertion 1s not overrated ; for none of the idols, 
or those fancied beings which are represented 
through the idol, is called Bromho, excepting 
the Debtus, taken together as one, are said to 
compose the Eternal Being; but, according to 
that system, men and other animals, &c., are 
also included in it. 
learning and sense, far less the more learned, 
even attempted to say, that any of the idols is 
Bromho, or that their worship is intended for 
But they defend this practice by saying, 
that as no admittance can be obtained to a 
great person except through his servants, so by 
worshipping these idols they expect admittance 
The case of the heathens is la- 
mentable: they are left like wandering sheep 
in a wilderness: throughout the year, there is 
not a single instance of their meeting together 
for public worship or prayers. 
which they have, are either a dance or a dra- 
ma; and, as I have said, in the Poojah nobody 
knows what is going on but the brahmins: 
even the Rajah of Burdwan does not know 
What a glorious system is Christianity ! 
and how true the words of the Psal 
‘¢ How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hosts.” —Missionary Register. 


There being but few, 


Even the -com- 


No brahmin of moderate 


The meetings 


ist— 


MILD APPEARANCE, BUT WANT OF FEELING 
HINDOOS. 

Most of the Hindoos have usually a mild ap- 
pearance, and even in some cases a great de- 
gree of tenderness is expressed in their fea- 
Their effeminacy, and their regarding 
mildness as an accomplishment, may, in some 
degree occasion this: their Shasters also, 
amidst the trash and frivolous inculcations 
which they contain, strongly recommend mild- 
ness, sedativeness, and. kindness. 
nately, those instructions are more applied ‘to 
cows and other living creatures, and even to 
the vegetable kingdom, than towards men, the 
Their mild appearance, I 
am sorry to say, seems not to be the true pic- 
ture of their frame of mind, but rather an adopt- 
ed manner or fashion, because it is considered 
an accomplishment. 
could be produced, to prove this point. 

A Hindoo has been known to beat another, 
in cold blood, till he was almost dead; and I- 
knew an instance of 4 brahmin beating a car- 
penter with his shoe, for delaying his work, till 
e called immediately for cold 
water; which, when applied on the face, or 
poured into the mouth, is sometimes a remedy 
to recal life; but on the above-mentioned case 
it failed. , It is well known, thaf at the burning 
of a woman, her own son or relation sets fire to 
the victim, as indifferent as if he were going to 
make a fire to dress his food: and a son, when 
burning his parent, cracks to pieces, with a 
large stick, the head of the remains of his fa- 
ther or mother as coolly as possible. 
‘our neighbours preferred laying an infant child 
out of the house in the night, that the jackals 
might take it away, instead of giving it to us to 


Unfortu- 


Hundreds of instances 


One of 


caste would have gone. ne-wonder that a 
knowing Hindoo “does not pefceive the defect 
of the want of moving compassion in 
selves; for to be void of feeling in evefy re- 
spect is the standard of human perfectign, set 
forth in their Shasters. 


INTELLECTUAL POWERS OF ) 
MAHOMEDANS AND HINDOOS. 


My interviews with Mahomedans have not 
been so frequent as to enable me to form a 
judgment of their intellectual powers: but 
those who have had an opportunity of judging 
of Mahomedans and Hindoos are of opinion 
that an accomplished Mahomedan possesses 
more good sense than a Hindoo. Their litera- 
ture being in some measure more 1n conformity 
with ours, may be a reason why a Mahomedan 
appears, in our sight, more intellectual than a 
Hindoo. 

The intellectual power of the higher caste of 
the Hindoos, particularly those of the brahmins, 

are not of an inferior kind: many of the brah- 

mins display, in coversation, a great deal of 
vivacity. But one fact is curious: the Hindoo 

boys, when young, are exceedingly quick and 

forward, and seem to outdo. Europeans of their 

age; but, usually, after: fourteen or fifteen 

years their sprightliness seems to turn into a 

stupor: the reason must either rest on their 

quick Sram or in their subsequent habits. 

Many of the learned brahmins have acquired 

such agreeable habits and pleasant terms, that 

it is amusing to converse ‘with them, particu- 

larly when the drift of their conversation is un- 

derstood, though I must remark, that their rea- 

soning in the abstract proves often an outrage 

on common sense: yet it should be recollected, 

that they judge from wrong principles which | 
are once established in their scriptures, and 

which they do not venture to set aside; and, 

therefore, their conclusions are erroneous, 

though the general strain of their argument is 

in connection, and, in some measure, concly- 

sive. It is astonishing what a mass of subtle 

sophistry the mind of a learned brahmin con- 

tains: it consists almost entirely of metaphysi- 

cal subjects : his ideas seem to be more imbibed 

from the Shasters, than to be the produce of his 

own mind; for, in every conversation, first a 

shlok, or verse, from the Shasters is repeated, 

then explained, and thus the conversation is 

branched: out: and, with little variation, one 

meets with nearly the same argument from 

every one, except those who have had much 
intercourse with Europeans; for these are more 

in the habit of forming arguments on their 
own ground, and usually reason more closely 
than the others.—Jbid. 


CONVERSION AND DEATH OF 
MAHOMEDAN. 


Narrative of the conversion and happy death ofan 
aged Mahomedan at Cafe Town; communi- 
cated by Rev. William Elliott, the Society’s Mis- 
sionary at that place, under date of 2d Oct. 1829. 


The power of the Gospel of Christ in subdu- 
ing the most inveterate prejudice, and impart- 
ing the most substantial consolation, has been 
signally illustrated in the conversion and hap- 
py death of an aged Mahomedan in Cape 
Town. 

Carolus, a native of Madagascar, when about 
fifteen years of age, was torn from the Jand of 
his fathers, to be sold as a slave at the Cape of 
Good Hope. ‘Till about the year 1800, he does 
not appear to have adopted any form of reli- 
gious faith, or to have associated with any reli- 
gious persons as such. But about this time it 
was suggested to him by some of his Maho- 
medan acquaintances, that it was his duty, as a 
rational and responsible being, to adopt some 
religious creed, and attach himself to some bo- 
dy of worshippers: at the same timé the excel- 
lency of the Mahomedan religion, and the ad- 
vantages connected with the profession of it, 
were exhibited to him in such an inviting form, 
‘that he was soon prevailed upon to submit to 
the initiatory rite of circumcision, and to assume 
the Handkerchief and 'Toodong.* 

It is truly painful to witness the triumph of 
Mahomedan delusion in this professedly Chris- 
tian colony. While the Missionaries of the 
Gospel of Christ, labouring intensely and un- 
remittingly in the promulgation of the truth, 
are but occasionally cheered with a proof that 
their labours are not in vain in the Lord; the 


| Mahommedan priests (all of whom are extreme- 


ly illiterate, and many of them men of the 
most abandoned characters) have no difficulty 
whatever in making daily accessions to the 
number of their devoted followers. However 
distressing this may be to the Christian obser- 
ver, it can excite no surprise in the mind of 
any one who is acquainted with the indulgent 
morality and imposing ceremonies of this be- 
witching superstition, or more especially with 
those social advantages and enjoyments to 
which the poor slave is admitted on his assum- 
ing the profession of Islamism. The demorali- 
zing adaptation of the principles of Mahome- 
danism to some of the worst and most preva- 
lent passions and propensities of the human 
heart, is well known to all who possess any 
knowledge of Mahomedan theology, ethics, 
and history; and no one who has witnessed the 
public solemnities of the mosque, can deny the 
overwhelming influence of “ the pomp and cir- 
cumstance,” attending the Musséelman’s devo- 
tional exercises. These two considerations 
would in a great measure account for the rapid 
progress of Mahomedanism among an igno- 
rant and sensualized population. But there are 
considerations totally unconnected with reli- 
gion, to which the amazing progress of Maho- 
medan proselytism among the slaves in the 
Cape of Good Hope is chiefly to be attributed. 
A slave in a state of heathenism is almost an 
entire stranger to the privileges and enjoy- 
ments of social life: with whatever kindness he 
may be treated by his proprietor, he is not re- 
cognised as a member of society; but is re- 
garded as a base fragment, detached from the 
family of man, for the purpose of rendering un- 
requited services to them, whose claims to the 
sympathies of social life are universally allow- 
ed. Should he adopt the Christian faith, he 
may indeed be admitted into a Christian church, 
and may partake of the privileges of Christian 
communion. He ‘is now called a Christian 
slave, and is addressed from the pulpit as a 
Christian brother: but, excepting when he is 
within the walls of the church, he is scarcely 
more a member of society than when he was a 
heathen. There is a wide difference in colo- 
nial estimation between a Christian slave and 
a Christian man, the former may be a member 
of a church, but the latter.only is recognised as 
a member of society. The case is widely dif- 
ferent with a slave who becomes a convert to 
Mahomedanism; he immediately becomes a 
real, not nominal, member of an extensive so- 
ciety, every member of which recognizes his 


* The Mahomedans of the Cape are distin- 


guished by wearing a hdndkerchief instead of a 
turban, and the Tagong ge umbrella hat. of the 


Malays. 


ae As to a full and ungrudging share of all the 
privileges and charities of Sretherhosd. It is 
not in the mosque alone “tat he feels himself a 
social being; in every house inhabited by a 
Musstlman he finds a hottie and’a brother; ‘and 
in every assembly, whether convened for pur- 
poses of feligion or festivity, hé takes his place 
with confidence among free men, and in the 


|general flow of kindly feeling ‘almost forget’ 


his bonds. ) 
These considerations, doubtless, had their 
weight with our worthy Carolus, in inducing 
him to join the followers of the Crescent; an 
from that time, till the early part of the present 
year, he showed himself to be a firm and con- 
sistent adherent to that which he conscien- 
tiously believed to be the only true.faith. 
In 1814,4#ie became the property of Mr. M., 
a most devoted and spiritually-minded Christian, 


who has for’some years been a member of the - 


Independent Church, at Cape Town, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Philip. Mr. M. 
was too conscientious a master to be indifferent 
to the spiritual interests of his domestiés; he 
endeavoured to convince the deluded Carolus 


of the fallacy of that religion.to which he.was *: 


so firmly attached, and affectionately urged him 
to the reception of the truth as.it js in Jesus, 
Carolus always listened with respectful atten- 
tion to his master, for whom he entertained a 
high esteem and affection; but he remained 
immovably attached to the faith he had at first 
adopted, and declared his intention of dying as 
he had lived—a Mussulman. But God had 
thoughts of peace and designs of grace concern- 
ing him with which he was yet to be made ac- 
quainted. On the 19th of March last, he had 
an attack of apoplexy, but, by the blessing of 
God, on prompt and skilful medical treatment, 
he was considerably released, t h not so far 
as to be able to leave his bed. Retired from 
his ordinary occupations, he had now abundant 
leisure seriously to reflect on what he had heard 
from his excellent master, and also from-other 
pious friends; and being aware of the probable 
termination of his disease, he now found the 
necessity of that support and consolation which 


nothing but the hope of a blessed immortality — 
can afford in the near prospect of dissolution. ‘ 
The salutary workings of his mind at this event- «_ 


ful period were greatly promoted by the judi- 
cious conversation of his master and other pious 


friends. They endeavoured to detach him from ~ 


a ruinous dependance on the principles of Is- 
lamism, by assuring him that the claims of Ma- 
homed, to the character of a prophet, were 
altogether fallacious, and that there was nothing 
in the scheme of Islamism suited to meet the 
case of a man as a depraved, sinful, condemned 
creature in the sight of God. They pointed out 
to him the all-sufficient atonement made by the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, as-the exclusive 
medium through which God could pardon a sin- 
ner, and receive him into his mercy; and they 
urged upon him the necessity of repentance of 
sin, and faith in the precious blood of Christ. 
Nor was the appeal in vain: the accepted time 
was come—the day of salvation dawned on the 
dark-mind of this aged Mussulman—the: Da- 
gon of prejudice fell before the ark of the cove- 
nant—the dying Carolus acknowledged the 
power Of the truth, and received with humble 
gratitude the consolations of the ever blessed 
gospel of peace. On the 13th of May, to the 
inexpressible delight of his affectionate master, 
he formally and fully renounced the profession 
of Islamism, and declared his entire belief in 


the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of* 


sinners. The day following, he intimated a 
wish once more to-see the Mahomedan priest, 
whose ministrations he had attended; ahd- his 


desire was immediately gratified.. Seeing his — 


former spiritual guide standing by the bed 
side, he addressed him in the presence of seve- 
ral friends, to the follqwing effect: “‘ I thank 
you for all your past favours, but I do not wish 
to see you again in your official capacity; I now 
believe in Jesus Christ as my only Saviour.” 


To this noble confession, the priest with evi- . 


dent displeasure replied, “ You must know best 
what you are doing, but if that be your feeling, 
I have nothing more to say to you;” then turn-. 
ing to some of the bystanders he continued, 
‘‘we believe that Jesus Christ was a prophet, 
but not so great a prophet as? Mahomed, from 
whom we have received the word, the Koran.” 
Having said this, he retired under a manifest 
feeling of annoyance, at the change which had. 
taken place in one of his most devoted and con- 
scientious followers. 

From this time Carolus was enabled to exer- 
cise strong and uninterrupted faith in the atone- 
ment and righteousness of the Son of Ged; he 


cast himself unhesitatingly on the mercy of « 
God in Christ Jesus, and experienced all that- ~ 


fulness of consolation which arises from an un- 
reserved surrender of body, soul, and spirit, in- 
to the hands of a faithful Creator. The word 
of God was now become precious to him; he 
listened to it with the most profound attention 


parts of sacred scripture which related more 
directly to the person and offices of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the way of salvation through 


faith in his blood. He became instant in pray- 7 
er: on one occasion he was overheard address- .’ 

ing himself with great earnestness to that Re- - 
deemer in whom all. his hopes were fixed— / 


‘‘ Lord Jesus! thou hast been crucified—tho 
hast shed thy most precious blood ‘for poor si 
ners; have mercy upon me, and pardon sy 
sins!” 

unite with the family in domestic worship, but 
considered it a privilege to be within hearing 
of the supplicatidhs and thanksgivings which 
were daily offered up to the throne of grace, 
by the master of the family. He also requésted 
not to be forgotten in the prayers of a devotional 
assembly that met weekly at the house of Mr. 
M. He often regretted the obstinacy with 


which he had refused to listen to instruction, © 


and deeply lamented his infatuated attachment 
to a religion that was incapable of affording 
him support in trouble, or consolation in afflic- 
tion; ‘* but Christ (said he) came to save per- 
sons who Have been living in the ways of er- 
ror, like me, and now he is my only hope and 
refuge.” 

On the 8th of June, the time of his depar- 
ture seemed to be at hand; though extrémely 
feeble, he conversed with friends at intervals 
during the day, till, near seven o’clock in the 
evening, when he complained of feeling much 
worse, and requested that prayer might be of- 
fered up on his behalf; Igjs request was instant- 
ly complied with, and the last sentenee of the 
prayer was scarcely finished, when he gently 


fell asleep without a struggle "®r 
re there 


awake in those regions of felicity wh 

shall be no more death. Thus, in the humble 
but decided opinion of those Christian friends 
who knew him best, and conversed with him 


most, his latter end was peace. The following 
day his remains were interred in thé burying 


ground belonging to the South ‘African Mis- 
sionary Society; a place appropriated to ‘the in- 
terment of Christian slaves, and where @Zoodly 
number of such as haye diéd in the faith of 
Christ lie “free among the dead,” waiting for 
the resurrection of thé just. ~~ = 


and reverence, and delighted especially inthose 
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He no longer, refused (as reste to 


